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editorial 

By K e i t h  Ba s ter f i e l d  

Th i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  11U FO RES EARCH - AU S TR AL I A 1 1 
N ews l etter a nd i s  p u b l i s h ed o n  beha l f o f  U F O  Res earc h ( Far Nor t h  
Q u een s l a nd ) , U F O  Re s earc h (New So u t h  Wa l es ) ,  U FO Re s earc h ( S o u t h  
A u s tr a l i a )  a nd UFO R e s earc h ( Wes ter n  Au s tra l ia ). I t  wi l l  be d i s tr i ­
b u t ed to a s soc i a te member s  o f  t h e s e  fo ur organ i sa t i o n s , to a l l o t h er 
member orga n i s a t i o n s  o f  t h e  A u s tra l i a n  Centre for U FO S t ud i es ,  a s  wel l 
a s  t h e  var i o u s  o v er s ea s  gro u p s , e.g. MU FON , APRO a nd CU FOS. 

T h e  i n ten t i o n  of t h i s N ews l etter i s  to offer a v e h i c l e for the 
p u b l i ca t i o n  of mor e pop u l ar ar t i c l es ,  n ewsc l i p s ,  refer enc e  s er v i ces , 
r e por t s  etc. by A u s tra l i a n r e s earc h orga n i s a t i o n s  for t h e i r  a s soc i a t e  
m ember s  a nd i n ter e s t ed par t i es. Ano ther A u s tra l i a n p u b l i ca t i o n  wi l l  
c o nc e n tra te o n  mor e i n  d e p t h  sc i en t i f i c  s ty l e r e s earc hed ar t i c l es wh i c h  
may n o t  a p p ea l  t o  t h e  g e n era l reader of t h e  s u bj ec t. T h i s wi l l  b e  produ ­
c ed by t h e  Au s tr a l i a n  C e n tre for U F O  S t ud i es. 

As s uc h  we wo u l d  l i k e  to hear from o ur reader s , rece i v e ar t i c l e s ,  
n ews c l i p p i ng s  e tc. for po s s i b l e  p u b l i ca t i o n s  a s  we l l a s  to pr e s e n t  
ma ter i a l i n p u t  from · t he U FO Res earc h orga n i s a t i o n s  me n t i o n ed a bo v e  o n  whom 
t he N ews l etter pr i mar i l y  dep end s  for i t s c o n t e n t. 

Some p eo p l e wi l l  n o  do ubt say t ha t  t h e  i d ea of a N ews l etter for 
s e v era l gro u p s  p u t  o u t  by o n e  s o urce ha s been tr i ed befor e but u l t i ma tel y 
fa i l ed. T h i s i s  tr u e  b u t  fa i l ur e  came a bo u t  t hro ug h  non  - c o - o p era t i o n , 
n o n - par t i c i pa t i o n , a nd n o n - i n p u t  of r e l i a b l e ma ter i a l .  The hea l t hy 
N ews l etter s  o f  U F OR ( SA ) , U FOR (NSW ) , a nd U FOR (FNQ ) prove t her e i s  
s u ffic i en t  ta l en t  aro u nd to s u p por t  o n e  c e n tra l i s ed N ews l etter a nd t h e  
u n tir i ng effor t o f  V l ad i mi r(Lad ) God i c , o ur p u b l i s h er i n  p u t t i ng o u t  
3 7  ed i t i ·o n s  o f  t h e  U F OR( SA )  N ews l etter o v er the l a s t  fo ur year s s hows 
h i s r ecord as a p u b l i s her. He wi l l  now ac t as p u b l i s her for t h i s - a 
n a t i o na l  N ews l ett er. 

T h e  t i me i s  r i g h t for par t i c i pa t i o n  a nd mutua l  s u p por t. One c e n tra­
l i s ed N ews l etter mea n s  l e s s  t i me ,  tro u b l e and fi na nc e to a l l par t i c i pa n t s. 
T h er efor e  we we l come a ny o t her A u s tra l i a n  UFO orga n i sa t i o n s  who m i g h t  
wi s h  to par t i c i pate i n  t h i s n ew ven t ure. 

To o ur r ead er s  we say t h a t  we hope you wi l l  su ppor t the News l etter 
to t h e  f u l l e s t. Tel l yo ur fr i end s a bo u t  i t ,  urg e yo ur l oc a l  n ewsag e n t  
to s tock co p i e s etc. , t he b i gg er the c i rc u l a t i on , the  mor e i n forma t i o n  
w e  w i l l  be a b l e to g i ve yo u t h e  r eader. Mo s t  of a l l ,  g i ve u s  feed back , 
t e l l u s  wha t yo u l i k e , wha t yo u d i s l i k e , wha t  yo u wo u l d  l ik e  to s e e  
a nd we wi l l  a ttempt t o  br i ng yo u wha t yo u wi s h. 

F e br u ary 1980 



THE AUSTRALIA N  CENTRE FOR UFO STUDIES 

Ca1MENCING IN JANUARY 1980 THE FDRMER "AUSTRALIAN C O- ORDINATION 
SECTION FOR THE CENTRE FOR UFO STUDIES" (AC OS) WAS RETITLED 
"THE A U STRALIAN CENTRE FOR UFO STUDIES" TO MORE ACCURATELY 
REFLECI' ITS CHAI.\JGING ROLE IN AUSTRALIAN UFO RESEARCH. 

THE EMPHASIS OF AC UFO S HAS NCW BEEN PlACED ON PRCMariNG RESEARCH 
INTO THE UFO PHENClvfEN'A, ESPECIALLY WITHIN AUSTRALIA. THIS RESEARCH 
HAS BEEN GAINING rv10MENTUM OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS BUT AC UFO S NCW 
BELIEVES THE TIME IS RIPE FOR A CONCERTED EFFORT FRa1 ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES. TO THIS END AC UFO S WILL SHORI'LY BE MAKING 'IWO MAJOR 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

CJI'HER FUNCTIONS OF AC UFO S ARE TO AC!r AS LIAISON BEn\1EEN MEMBER 
ORGANISATIONS AND THE AUSTRALIAN CCJvfPUTER FILE RUN BY ANDY COLE OF 
UFOR (NSW), Acr AS A CENTRAL LIBRARY FOR COPIES OF AUSTRALIAN REPORTS 
AND TO ORGANISE ANNUAL NATIONAL CONFERENCES. 

ITS MAIN PUBLICATION IS "THE JOURNAL OF THE AUSTRALIAN CENTRE 
FOR UFO STUDIE S" A BI-MONTHLY PRODUCTION DEDICATED TO THE PRESENTA­
TION OF RESEARCHED ARTICLES AND SERVICES FOR THE RESEARCHER BY THE 
RESEARCHER. DETAILS OF AVAILABILITY, SUBSCRIPTION AND arHER 
PUBLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE FRa1 AC UFO S .  

ACUFOS IS CURRENTLY RUN BY 'IWO CQ-ORDINA'IDRS, HARRY GRIESBERG AND 
KEITH BASTERFIELD. HARRY HAS BEEN CQ-ORDINA'IDR SINCE AC OS WAS 
FDUNDED IN 1974 WITH KEITH JOINING �y TO REPlACE DAVID SERGEANT 
ALSO AN AC OS FDUNDATION MEMBER. KEITH WAS PREVIOUSLY Co-oRDINATOR 
FOR UFO RE SEARC H ( SA) INC . AND IS PRESENTLY AlSO CONTINENTAL 
DIRECIDR FOR AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND FOR THE MUTUAL UFO NETWORK 
(MUFON) BASED IN THE U.S.A. 

AC UFO S MAY BE CONTACTED AT P. O. BOX 546, GOSFORD, 

NSW 2250 - AUSTRALIA • 
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ARE UFOs BRANCHING OUT IN ANOI'HER DIRK'TION ? 

A rather sensational front page headline in the "News" (Adelaide, South 
Australia) Friday, February 8, 1980, proclaimed "MY STERY C RAFT H ITS 
TREE" .  UFO Research (SA) investigated the scene and interviewed the 
reporter shortly afterwards. 

The main points of the "News" account were that a 70 metre pine tree 
had a big section of its side derrolished by the impact of a "craft". The 
trunk was said to show several deep gauges and the force of the impact was 
stated to have loosened the roots and twisted the trunk around almost full 
circle. 

The following is the story as told to investigators Horrie Aspinall, 
Jane Brooks and Dean Piovesan by Mr Daryl Browne, 2l. 

Mr Browne was babysitting in a house on the Glenalta Stud property, 
Old Carey Gully road, Stirling, on the evening of Thursday, February 7, 80. 

At about 9.50 p. m. two great dane dogs started howling , whilst he was 
watching television. He then heard a noise outside which sounded like a 
loud crash. He didn 't know what it could have been so he ran outside to have 
a look. Nothing could be seen at first. He then walked down the driveway, 
shone his torch up into the tree, and saw an object. He describes it as a 
yellow, like a half moon, some 8 metres in diameter. When he had a second 
look, later, it had gone. He then called the police. 

Our investigators viewed the scene in daylight on February 9. The tree 
was estimated to be nearer 40 metres high and the damage to be about 20 m 
or so level, facing East. 

There was no apparent damage to the main trunk, but several large dia­
meter brancheslhad broken off about 3 metres out from the trunk. These had 
bent down still attached to the tree. 

Little or no debris had fallen to the ground. The branch above the 
damaged one was about 3 m away from it and it appeared undamaged. One of 
our investigators climbed the tree to view the damage first hand. He in­
dicated the four lower branches had broken whereas the top damaged one had 
splintered. 

On February 10, Mr Browne was idependently interviewed by another inter­
ested party who relayed the results to us. Mr Browne initially appeared to 
have a "not another one" attitude about him, advising that many interested 
people had been up to see the tree, including people from UFO groups, and 
scientists who took samples. He added that if he saw anything else he would 
not bother reporting it. 

However, despite this he recounted the incident again. Apparently he has 
been a stockman for the last five years, or so, and has been at the Glenalta 
Stud for only four weeks. He doesn 't believe in UFOs. 

The weather was fine and the sky clear at the time. 



STOP PRES S  

The tree incident is not the first one which has been reported. Back in 
about 1966 near McHarg's Creek, just south of Adelaide.a tree was found with 
all the branches broken on one side. 

Also in 1966, at Yundi, again to the south of Adelaide, a stand of trees 
was demolished by an object which quite possibly was some form of ball light­
ning .. 

At 5 p.m. one night in about August the sky was overcast with black clouds 
which threatened to rain any minute. A farmer looking at these clouds heard 
a loud roaring noise and strong wind arose, almost gale force in a very short 
time. He then observed a bright, coloured spherical object drifting slowly 
down out of these clouds. This light went into the stand of trees and there 
was tremendous explosion which caused a nearby group of cows to scatter. 

Trees over a large area were cut down 5 metres above the ground. Other 
trees were completely flattened - ones which faced East. A shed was also 
demolished and problems experienced with power lines. 

In 1972, again at McHarg's Creek strangely enough, a group of trees on a 
hillside was flattened and all fell in the one direction. Wind damage was 
suspected. 

Back to Stirling. We have two possible explanations, namely - (a) an 
object crashed into the tree and (b) it was damaged due to some other means. 

L e t's t a k e  a l o o k  at t h e s e  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  

(a) Did an object crash into the tree? There certainly is damage to the 
tree, this cannot be doubted. Also Mr Browne says he saw something 
there, up in the tree. However, against this are the facts that no 
object is/was lying on the ground, no pieces of debris from such an 
object were noted, no sound from an object was heard, Mr Brawne did 
not see any object leaving, no other trees were affected and no burnt/ 
dead branches or leaves are in evidence. 

(b) What other alternatives are there? Well, could it be that one branch 
broke due to natural causes and disturbed the others ? Our investiga­
tor who climbed the tree reports that at the point where the branch 
broke, there is a large knot hole, i.e. it is a point of weakness. 
'Phe branch is also splintered, as opposed to saw through or cleanly 
broken. The branches below certainly could have been broken by the 
initially broken branch. The tree is an old cypress pine and the 
branches are living, not dead wood . The most probable alternative is 
that the damage was consistent with a natural G 0 N (good old nature 
cause). 

And the object ? Mr Browne h�self admits it was a momentary view 
of an ill defined, non luminous yellow something. Remember he walked 
out into the dark and was viewing the tree with the aid of a torch. 

W e l l ,  t h e r e  w e  a r e ,  t h e  f a c t s .  We l e a v e  i t  u p  t o  y o u  a s  t o  
w h a t  y o u  c o n c l u d e  f r om t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  
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UFO R e s e a r c h  - F a r  N o r t h  Q u e e n s l a n d  is a non-profit making, voluntary, 
civilian organisation formed officially in 1977. Since that time the group 
has investigated UFO reports in Far North Queensland to the best of its 
ability and has attempted to live up to the standard of investigation by 
other, older UFO Research groups in this country. 

The group is run by a permanent committee the members of which have 
changed a number of times since the group 's inception. At present the com­
mittee consists of: the Co-ordinator - Mrs. Ivy N.Goriss; the Liaison 
Officer - Ms. Holly I. Goriss; the Treasurer/Head of Investigation 
Mr. Russell Boundy; and Library Officer - Mr . Victor Baczynski. As we are 
still a small group we have, as yet, no·need for a larger committee. This, 
naturally, may change as the group enlarges. 

The entire purpose of UFO Research (FNQ) 's existence is, like that of 
other UFO Research groups in Australia, the detailed study of the UFO pheno­
mena, -in particular, the collection, using the scientific methods and equip­
ment at our disposal, of data on UFO sightings in the Far North Queensland. 
The rural nature of the greater percentage of this area seems to have 
something to do with the quality of UFO reports received by this group. The 
area is not cluttered with all that 'junk' that rises, flies, drifts, flashes, 
and hovers (including aircraft etc.) as is in some other areas of Australia, 
also, a larger percentage of the population of the area lives in semi-rural, 
or rural areas (where most of UFO sightings are found to occur). 

Last year, as in most previous years, the majority of UFO sightings were 
of the Nocturnal Light type. There was also a definite decline in the number 
of sightings in Far North Queensland in the year 1979. The reduction in UFO 
sightings was also experienced by other UFO research groups around Australia. 

For the year 1979, UFO Research (FNQ) received a total of twenty-one 
reports which, after investigation, could be classified "Unidentified", and 
the majority of these sightings occurred in rural or isolated areas. 

As well as processing and investigating UFO reports, the group has also 
been, among other things, cultivating public awareness of the phenomena by 
means of public meetings and liaison with the local media. The group was 
also pleased to hear the suggestion of the production of a newsletter to 
cover all UFO Research groups in Australia, and gave any assistance it could 
to help this project on the way. This newsletter is now a reality and we 
at UFO Research (FNQ) hope for its success. 

Holly I. Goriss 

UFOR (FNQ) 



FAR NORTH QUE EN SLAND 
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11CA I R N S  P O S T11 , N O V E M B E R  1 1 , 1 9 7 9  

AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHER , MR HARRY WARD , GOT QUI TE A 
SURPR ISE WHEN LOOK ING THROUGH H I S  RECENTLY DEVELOPED 
SNAP SHOTS OF THE BEG I NNING OF PAC I F I C  10 0 0  POWER 
BOAT RACE . 

pNE PHOTOGRAPH , TAKEN ON TRINITY BAY , OF THE BOATS 
WARMING UP ABOUT 15 MINUTES BEFORE THE 8 AM START OF 
THE RACE , SHOWS A LOW FLYING OBJECT STREAK I NG ACROSS 
THE SKY LEAVING A VAPOR TRA I L  BEH IND I T . 

MR WARD WAS NOT AWARE THE OBJECT WAS IN THE FRAME WHEN 
HE TOOK PHOTO . HE SPECULATES THE OBJECT COULD BE A ROCKET . 

7 
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FAR N ORTH Q U E EN SLAND 

A SPOKESMAN FROM THE CAI RNS AI RPORT SA I D  THE OBJECT COULD 

BE A JET WHI CH MAKES DELIVER I ES TO THE CA I RNS AIRPORT AT 

THAT TIME . 

A UFO RESEARCH OFF IC IAL SAI D  NO S IGHTINGS OF UN IDENTIFIED 

OBJECTS WERE REPORTED AROUND THAT TIME . 

eA��I'1� 
eir�. 

030. 



fAR NO RTH QU E E N SLAN D 

INVESTIGATION NOTES FOR REPORT QB 79030 . PHOTOGRAPHIC CASE CAI RNS HARBOUR 

INVESTIGATOR : R. BOUNDY for UFO Re sear ch ( FNQ ) - DATE : Satur day , Oc t .  20 , 79 . 

TIME : Approximately 0850 h r s  EST - PHOTOGRAPH - Image of pos s i ble DD 

EVI DENCE : One s t i l l  ( and n egat i ve ) photog r aph show i ng blur r ed , th i n  object 
(w i th what appear s to be a vapour trai l ) , f ly i ng above har bour scene . 

LOCATION OF PHOTOGRAPHER : ( s ee map ) i n  a boat on eas t e r n  s ide of har bour 
e n trance fac i ng Cai r n s  c i ty .  

DETA I LS OF CASE : Mr Har r y  War d  was on h i s  17f t  boat i n  Tr i n i ty i nl e t  to 
photog raph the s tar t of the Pac i f i c  1000 power boat race . The race s tar ted 
at 0800 h r s and by 0805 h r s boats had r eached the pos i t i on at wh i ch Mr War d  
took h i s  photog r aph . A f t e r  hav i ng t h e  photo pr i n ted , M r  War d  found a n  unus ual 
i mag e on one of h i s  pr i n t s. The i mage appeared to be of a r oc ke t- shaped 
objec t on a hor i zon tal t raje c tory and pr od uc i ng a vapour trai l .  

Mr War d  was appr oached by UFO Re search ( FNQ ) after h i s  photo was pr i n t ed 
i n  the " C a i r n s P o s t "  newspaper ( on Novembe r 8 ,  1979 ) , and he agr eed 
to l end the pho tog r aph and negat i ve to UFOR ( FNQ ) for an evaluation . On the 
Novembe r 12 , 1979 , Mr War d  p r e sen ted the negat i ve to the i nves t i gator and 
sai d  that a f t e r  v i ew i ng i t , he fe l t  the UFO image was caused by a flaw in the 
negat i ve . Th i s  conc l u s i on was also ar r i ved at after the negat i ve was exami ned 
by t h r e e  separate photog r aph i c  s t ud ios ( see "C a i r n s  P o s t "  ar t i c le , 
Novembe r 1 6 , 1979 ) . 

DETA I LS OF FAULT : The faul t  i n  the photog r aph i c  negat i ve i s  not iceably 
appa r e n t  and a ve r y  c lose exam i nation is nece ssary . Unl e s s  the nega t i ve 
i s  exam i ned , the pr i n t  s eems to show s de f i n i te mate r ial objec t . The fau l t  
appear s as a hor i zon tal depr e s s ion ( 5mm long ) o n  t h e  sur face of negat i ve . 
Be s t  d e sc r i p t ion : - as i f  some th ing has bee n  p r e s sed i nto the s u r face -
leav i ng a depr e s s i on . The r e  i s  also a s l i g h t  scratch ( 3mm long ) above the 
i mpr e s s i on , howeve r , thi s  doe s not show in the pr i n t . 

IN CONCLUS I ON :  All those who exam i ned the negat i ve f e l t  i t  extr eme ly 
r a r e  that the i mpr e s s ion occ u r r ed in the pos i t i on , shape and d i r ec t i on of 
the sai d  faul t ,  mak i ng i t  appear as a ' fly i ng objec t ' . It is con s ide r ed 
by UFOR ( FNQ ) that fur ther analys i s  of the photog raph i s  not not nece s sary 
and that the photog r aph i c  n egat i ve c lear ly s hows a fau l t  wh ich caused the 
' un id e n t i f i ed objec t '  i mage . 

POINTS ARI S ING FROM INVESTIGATI ON : 

1 .  The newspape r  publ i shed the photog r aph w i thout even look i ng at the 
negat i ve . They we r e  so pos i t i ve i t  was not a scratch or f low i n  the 
negat i ve . 

2 .  Wi thout the negat i ve , the i mage i s  eas i ly mi s taken for a r eal fly i ng 
objec t .  

3 .  The photog r aph was tak e n  f i ve mi nutes afte r the s tar t o f  the r ace , not 
be for e , as s tated in the newspaper . 

9 
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4 .  The r epor ter had not looked at h i s  photogr aph i c  negative be for e  
men t i on i ng i t  t o  t h e  newspape r .  

5 .  The "ai rpor t spo k e sman" was wrong . The Lear j e t men t i oned , d i d  not 
ar r i ve at Cai r ns a i r por t the day the photog r aph was tak e n . 

6 .  Whe n  our i n ve s t i gator v i s i ted the newspape r ,  they we r e  prepar i ng 
a s tor y on UFOs u s i ng a c r opped e n largeme n t  ("blow up" )  of the 
un i d e n tif i ed i mage . 

CONCLUS I ON : -

no t bee n  chec k e d . 
The pho togr aph may have r ema i ned a "mystery" had i t  

ROCKET A FILM FLAW ? 

A r o c k e t - l i k e  o bje c t  o n  p h o t o g r a p h  p u b l i s h e d  i n  
" T h e  C a i r n s  P o s t " l a s t w e e k  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  c a u s e d 
b y  a f l a w  i n  t h e  n e g a tiv e . 

The photog r aph , taken by Mr Har r y  War d  at the s tar t 
of the Pac i f i c  1000 powe r boat r ace las t mon th , appear ed 
to s how an obj ec t  s t r eak i ng acr o s s  the s k y . 

Howeve r , Mr Geor ge L i s ha ,  of L i sha St ud i os , said 
he be l i e ved the "r oc k e t" was an i ndentat i on i n  the emuls i on 
of the nega t i ve . 

He said i t  looked as i f  the roller tran spor t proc e s s  
had a hai r  or spot o n  t h e  roller wh ich caus ed t h e  flaw 
whe n  the photog r aph was pr i n ted . 

A spo k e sman for the Far Nor th Queen s land UFO Res earch 
said an Ame r i can group exam i n i ng obj ec ts in photog r aph s fail 
to f i nd explanat i on for on ly 30 out of 1000 . 

CA I RNS POST , Novembe r 1 6 , 1979 . 

FLAW F I N D I NG By Hol ly I .  Gor i s s  ( UFOR - FNQ ) 

T h i s  i s  a n  examp l e  o f  a n o t h e r  k i nd o f  p ho tog ra p h i c  f l aw t ha t  n eed s wa tc h i ng. 
W e  a l l k n ow a bo u t  exte rna l i n fl uenc e s  on the  came ra i t s e l f (e.g. s u n f l a res, 
d i rt o n  t he l en s, etc. ), t ha t  wi l l  ca u s e  s t ra ng e  o bj ec t s  to appea r  o n  yo ur 
f i na l  p r i n t. B u t , wha t  a bo u t  t h i ng s  t hat co u l d  ha ppen d ur i ng p roc e s s i ng 
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of  yo ur  fi l m ,  ( s uch  a s  happened i n  the p rev i ous  report ) .  Jus t  as  yo ur  
camera needs  care  and proper  hand l i ng ,  so,too, does yo ur fi l m, - more 
so i n  fac t .  Fi l m  emu l s i on i s  very ea s i l y  damaged , so l et u s  have a 
l i tt l e mo re respect for that  fi l m. 

And a LOT more care ta ken wi t h  tho se photograph i c negati ves . Why do we 
ho l d  t hem by the i r edges , fo r examp l e .  An swer - to s top  gett i ng d i rty 
grea t g rea sy fi ngerpri nts a l l over them . ( Human s k i n  i s  no rma l l y  o i l y  
to varyi ng degree s , and  yo u wi l l  get fi ngerpr i nts o n  yo ur nega ti ves even 
i f  yo u ha ve ju st  wa s hed yo u r  hands ) .  These  fi ngerpr i nts can be seen i n  
yo u r  fi na l  p ri nt ,  thus  ru i ni ng a good p hotograph . So remember - by the 
edges  ! 

Mo s t  of u s  wi l l  know of  the l i ttl e wh i te do ts or  s p i ra l s whi ch  are common 
on a p hotograph i c p r i nt .  These are ca used by dus t , and I or  fl uf and 
ha i r  t ha t  ha s got onto the negative wh i l e  i ts i mage i s  bei ng projected 
onto p hotogra p h i c paper  to ma ke the fi n a l  p r i nt .  The dust  and other 
parti c l es  a re so l i d  o bject s  wh i c h , when l i g ht i s  projec ted through  the 
negati ve , wi l l  l eave  wh i te 's hadow' on  the photogra ph i c  paper . Hence 
yo u r  l i tt l e whi te ma rks  on the pr i n t. 

Then we ha ve fuzzy bl otches  o r  strea ks  on you r  prec i ous  pr i nt .  You know 
the  ones whi c h  l oo k  l i ke s omeone dropped water on the  pr i nt  and a l l owed i t  
to dry .  C l o s e  ! I t's actua l l y  s ome of  the deve l o p i ng  c hemi ca l s whi c h  
ha ven't been properl y wa s hed  off the negat i ves . 

Then we actua l  scarr i ng of the n egat i ve i ts e l f ,  l i ke our  " roc ket" p hoto­
graph  from Ca i rns . Mere l y  an i ndenta t i on i n  the nega t i ve wi th some po s ­
s i b l e  emu l s i on damage .  Ben d s  and other i ndentat i on i n  yo ur photograph i c 
negat i ve wi l l  s how i n  the f i n a l  pr i nt ,  so wa tc h out . 

And l a s t , but  not  l ea s t , a nd  certa i nl y  tAe mo st  common - scratches on 
yo ur  nega t i ve . Th i s can  be done to a fi l m  i ns i de the camera by fa u l ty 
wi n d i ng mec hani sms , p re ss u re p l ate  p rob l ems ( e . g .  i t  be i ng d i rty ) , and 
s u c h  l i ke .  Or , i f  you put  you r  n ega t i ve on just  a bout  any s u rface, the 
mi nutest  amo unt  of d u s t  wi l l  cut  away at  i t .  Your  end product can va ry 
from fi ne wh i te l i ne s  to deep gouge s . Of course  s c ra tc hes can be usefu l . 
Ja panese  fi l m  p rod ucers have  been u s i ng de l i berate s c ratc h i ng of movi e 
fi l m  to p rod uce a "ray gun  bol t" effect fo r yea rs . 

But , i f  yo a re jus t  an average p hotogra p her , who s e  a i m  i s  good photographs , 
and we have no a sp i ra t i on  of go i ng i nto t he Sc i ence Fi ction mov i e bus i ness, 
then p l ea se  ta ke care of that fi l m  and tho s e  nega t i ves.  

.11 
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NOTE BY KE I TH BAS TERF I ELD 

Ru s s  Boundy of UFOR ( FNQ ) k i ndly s e n t  me down a copy of the Cai r ns photog raph , 
and tal k  of a photog r aph i c  memory , c l i c k  we n t  my me n tal f i l i ng cab i n e t  ! 

I t  took me a few momen t s  to locate d e ta i l s  of an ear l i e r  photog raph show i ng 
a ve r y , ve r y  s im i lar obje c t . A copy of the Eng l i sh magaz i ne "SPACEL INK " ,  
( now d e f unc t )  vol ume 6 ,  n umbe r 1 ,  of July 1969 , r evealed the follow i ng 
text and photogr aph : 

PHOTO CRED I T : K . S .  McKe r n  of A . P . I . C .  

AUSTRALIA 

" Th i s  r oc k et- l i k e objec t was photog raphed i n  Austral ia by K . S .  McKe r n  
at 5 pm o n  May 10 , 1968 . The obje c t  r o s e  out of t h e  water o f f  Coogee Beach 
( New South Wal e s ) r o tated 360 deg r ee s , i nc l i ned and shot off to the nor th . 

The photog r aph was tak e n  w i th a cheap came r a  ( C l i c k -Japane se ) , Panchromatic 
1 1  mm f i lm ,  exposure 25th s econd maximum . The negat i ve has bee n  exami ned 
by the photog r aphe r s  o f  s e ve r al newspape r s , who say that ther e is probably 
some th i ng the r e . The objec t has been e nlar ged many t imes , and the bac k ­
g round i s  s ky " . 

The photo shows an e n lar geme n t  of the objec t .  I t  i s  a s lender e longated 
d e l ta shape w i th what appear s to be an exhaus t  com i ng out of i t ,  almos t 
i d e n t i cal to the Cai r ns p i c tu r e . 

One wond e r s i f  th i s  photog raph might also be a fau l t  on the negat ive ? 

A n y o n e  h e a r d o f  t h i s  p h o t o g r a p h  a n d  r e p o r t? 
l i k e t o  h e a r  f r o m y o u  . 

I w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  
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UFO Research (NSW) - The group and its activities 

UFO Research (NSW) is an organisation centred at Lane Cove, Sydney, 
NSW, devoted to the aim of quality scientific investigation into unidenti­
fied flying objects (UFO) reports. 

The organisation has its history rooted in the formative years of 
UFO investigation in Australia. An informal group operating in Sydney 
began in 1950 and expanded into a public group called the Australian 
Flying Saucer Bureau (AFSB) in 1 952, headed by pioneer researcher Edgar 
Jarrold. In 1955, The Ufo Investigation Centre (UFOIC) was formed from 
this organisation and in turn in May 1977, a new revitalised research group 
emerged from this background - UFO RESEARCH (NSW). This history makes 
UFOR (NSW), through its various "reincarnations", the oldest UFO research 
group in the world - a tradition matched only by the excellent American 
organisation, APRO - the Aerial Phenomen Research Organisation. This has 
been acknowledged in Paris Flamnonde's book, "UFO Exists!" (1976) when 
he points out that UFOIC (AFSB) is the oldest group amongst those still 
viable throughout the world. 

While history is worth recording, it is the present that is of the 
ITDst concern. In UFO Research (NSW) , we have a group of dedicated indi vi­
duals undertaking serious investigation and research into UFO reports -
a position shared by the groups represented in this publication and those 
groups and individuals affiliated with the Australian Centre for UFO Studies. 

In recent years UFO Research (NSW) has undertaken investigation into 
many fascinating cases. Here are brief summaries of a few of them: 

22nd March, 1976, 0545 hrs, Nerningha A couple in a parked car and later 
a utility driver observed a large bright light source descend and envelope 
a small car. The car's light went out and the vehicle came to a stop on 
the wrong side of the road. The woman driver of the car got out and wiped 
the windscreen clear of white material that had completely covered the car. 
The cloth used ignited, when thro\m away and the car 's headlights came back 
on by themselves. The woman then drove slowly away. At about the same time 
a woman living nearby saw a greenish yellowish ball of light pass by at low 
level and disappear behind a hill, in the vicinity of the above incident. 

12th April, 1976, 2300 hrs, Penrith - A woman, alerted by a strange noise, 
observed a large black sphere approaching in a adjacent paddock. Then soon 
after, she, her ITDther and two other witnesses observed the object, now a 
pulsating ball of orange light, travelling across the sky, trailing "white 
vapour". Subsequently, a large "grass trace" and four "pod marks" were 
found in the paddock. 

26th May, 1 977, ea. midnight, near Orange A boy observed a bright 
elongated light source on or near the ground, near his home. His ITDther 
investigated and subsequently saw a bright ground illumination in a nearby 
paddock, apparently emanating from a bright elongated rectangular object . 

13 
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The object appeared to then slowly move over a hill and out of sight. Four 
smal imprints were found at the apparent "landing site". Thermoluminescence 
tests indicated that there were no significant levels of heat and radiation 
involved. 

UFO near Orange - May 26, 7 7  UFO at  Bak e r s  Creek Fa l l s  - Ja nuary 10 , 7 8  

lOth January, 1978, Bakers Creek Falls - During the early hours a 
single witness observed two nocturnal lights, one of which approached and 
appeared to issue an intermittent rain of "sparks". A few hours later he 
observed a large object hovering off the road and surrounded by a "mist". 
The witness ran into the field after the object, but lost sight of it. 
The "mist" and an unusual auditory phenomenon compounded the strange en­
counter. 

23 rd October, 1976 Taollo Point, near Eden - Just prior to filming 
the total eclipse of the sun 3 young men observed a formation of disc­
shaped objects hovering out to sea. The objects were described as being 
grey in colour and the closest appeared to be revolving. Still photographs 
and a motion picture film were taken. The objects had disappeared when the 
witnesses looked for them again after the eclipse. An American computer 
analysis of the film suggests that at least one of the anomalous images 
represents "a structured object of unkown origin, without any sign of a 
misinterpetationof a conventional object or phenomenon". 

While these and other sightings are suggestive of some "other techno­
logy", ostensibly beyond our own, UFO Research (NSW) does not suggest that 
they represent "extraterrestrial craft". Rather the group- in colTIIron 
with most groups affiliated with the Australian Centre for UFO Studies -
is promoting the need for much more good quality investigation and research 
of these sightings before we start to draw definite conclusions. Much more 
investigation is required before we can begin to speculate with some vali­
dity about the possible stimulus (or stimuli) involved. 
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UFO Research (NSW) has made the results of its research activities known 
and available to the general public through public meetings and its 
publication outlets (formerly the "Australian UFO Researcher") • 

We will carry on this tradition and now join with other Australian groups 
to continue educating public, through this present combined publication 
endeavour. UFO R e s e a r c h  ( NSW) wishes the national publication well 
and also extends to you the reader and public group member, the offer 
to stay with us within these pages, for a future enlightened scrutiny of 
the UFO enigma as it manifests to all of us. 

Bill Chalker 

Director, UFO Research (NSW) 

UFO S IGHTED AT BENBOYD NATI ONAL PARK ON OCTOBER 23 , 1976 

MO V I E  F I L M TA K E N  

"At app r oximate ly 4 p . m .  on the 23r d Oc tobe r , 1976 , thr ee young men wer e  
pr epar i ng the i r  came r as for t h e  com i ng ec l ipse of the Sun . They wer e  located 
on top o f  a lar ge c l i f f  face and had an unobs t r uc ted v i ew in all d i r ec t ions . 

S uddenly , one of them ye l le d  out that a g r oup of s t r ange objects we re hove r ing 
above the water c lose to the i r  hor i zon and they all gather ed to watch as the 
e l l i p t i cally shaped objec t s  began to move towards and away from them , s lowly 
and in a con trol led manner . 

Remembe r i ng that they had a mov i e  came ra loaded be s i de them one man qu i c k ly 
p i c ked i t  up, c hec k ed that the se t t i ng s  we r e  r ight , and immed iate ly began 
to f i lm the objec t s  as they con t i n ued to hove r ove r the sea . 

The other man by t h i s t ime had grabbed h i s  loaded s t i l l  p ic tu r e  came ra and 
too k  a s e r i e s  of photog r aphs of one par t ic ular objec t that seemed to be 
near e r  than the r e s t . The mot i on p ic tu r e  came ra was panned over a large 
area tak i ng in the c lose r objec t and i nc l ud i ng two othe r s  wh ich appear ed 
sma l l e r  or f u r ther away . 

Wh i le the came r a  was at the zoom pos i t ion the ope r ator not iced that the 
c lose s t  obje c t  was r evol v i ng and appeared to be d u l l  grey in colour" . 

FUL L  STORY BY DAVIu RE N E K E , SIGHTINGS AN D R E S EARCH DIRE CTOR O F  U FO RES EARCH -

N E W  SOUTH WAL ES , PHOTOGRAPHS AN D COMPUTER ANALYSIS O F  THE  8 MM MOTION PICTURE 

FI L M  BY 11G R OU N D  S AU C E R W A T C H1 1 , WILL BE PUBLI S H E D  IN THE  N EXT I S SUE 

OF U FO R E S EARCH AUSTRALIA N EWSL ETTER. 
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UFO Research (SA) Incorporated was founded in 1968 by five people, 

members of the investigation team of a well known (at the time) Adelaide 
"Flying Saucer Group", in order to investigate the UFO phenomena in the 
orderly and �ientific manner. The founders of UFOR (SA) felt that there 
was a need for an organisation of this kind in South Australia especially 
since the sane and scientific approach to the subject was almost non-existent 
in this State. 

Two out of five people, who founded the organisation, resigned at a later 
date dueto business commitment but the organisation was kept 'alive' by the 
remaining three foundation members. In the meantime few other UFO organisa­
tions came into the existence in South Australia, however, none of them 
survived for too long. 

In 1973, five other UFO researchers joined the UFOR (SA) and with their 
help and support the group was then reorganised into its present form. UFOR (SA) 
is an autocratic organisation, run by the executive elected by the Ivestiga­
tion Team members. The staff is permanent, there are no annual elections and 
therefore no interruptions to the smooth running of the organisation. 

The individual view of our staff members vary on just what the phenomenon 
actually is. These views range from a healthy scepticism as to the physical 
reality of the "unknown" reports to a leaning towards the interdimensional or 
extraterrestrial hypothesis. However, and this must be stressed, the group 
as a whole, because it disseminates information to associate members and the 
general public, maintains a strict middle line approach. Officially we state 
that we do not know what is behind the "unknown" reports but that it appears 
to be worthy of scientific study. 

MAN F I LMS UFO OVER ADELA I DE 

On Januar y  29 , 1980 , an a r t ic le by John P i nkney wa s featur ed on the front 
page of the " NEWS " ,  ( Ade l a i de, South Aus t r a l i a ) ,  unde r the head l i ne "Man F i lms 
UFO Ove r Ade la ide " .  Such sensa t i ona l i sm i s  wha t  we have come to expec t from 
t he ma s s  med i a, but r a r e ly i s  i t  was ted on s uch un i n te r e s t i ng ma te r i a l  as 
th i s  f i lm, taken by Jose Lu i s  Durant on Janua ry 22 , 1979 , and s tud ied by the 

UFO Re search ( SA )  team a bout four months later . The team r ecommended to Mr . 
Duran that the f i lm should be checked by Gr ound Saucer Wa tch, the ack nowledged 
expe r ts in computer analys i s ; but the i r  r ecomme nda t ion wa s r e jected . 

The f i lm wa s a lmos t e nt i r e ly an unr e l i eved blac k ; but r a ther less than 20 
i so l a ted f r ame s had a p i nhead s i zed blob, s uch a s  would be caused by severe 
ove r expo s u r e  of a sma l l  br i g h t  l ig h t  source . On one s uc h  fr ame, two blobs 
we r e  c lose e nough so that they me r ged togethe r ; and the compos i te image was 
f ur the r mod i f ied by what was obv iously a w i sp of some f i br e  on the sur face 
o f  the f i lm .  Mr Duran i n te r p r e ted th i s  image a s  be i ng a "l i t tle man" who 



SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

some how appeared in the s ky for a sma ll f r ac tion of a second , brightly illu­
mina ted in the da r k  by an invisible sour ce of light . The essential ly similar 
blob in the other fr ame s, he consider ed to be pic tur e of an immense spaceship , 
comple te wi th smalle r c r a f t , and living being s inside . 

Mr Duran cl aims that Venus appear s on his film . This could we l l  be true , 
a s  Venus wa s low over the Ad e laid e Hil l s  at the time of filming ; and it is 
quite pos sible that the r emaining imag e s  we re the ligh ts of c a r s  g limpsed 
throug h the t r e e s  lining the Hil ls roads . Wha teve r these images may be , 
t he r e  is no doubt that the film has lit tl e or no va lue a s  documenta tion of 
a UFO ; and it is cer tainly not wor th the million doll a r s  that Mr Duran hope s 
to ma ke from it . 

U . S. MYSTERY  BOOMS 

You  may reca l l some t i me ago read i ng of mys te ri ous  boomi ng no i s es hea rd 
from the Eas tern Coa st  of the U . S . A .  Expl anati ons a bonded and i nevi ta b l y  
someone s ugges ted t h a t  UFOs were i nvo l ved . 

Two mo re rea l i s ti c exp l anat i ons headed the l i s t ,  these bei ng e i ther 
a )  a i rc ra ft soni c booms and/or ad vanced warni ng of an earthq ua ke . 

Invest i ga t i ons we re conducted by t he Nava l Re search  Laboratory ano the 
Federa t i on o f  Ame r i can Sc i enti sts . Reports s howed that the no i s e wa s a 
l o ud , s ha rp detona t i on .  I t  d i dn't appear to  be d i rec t so und b ut  no i se of t he 
o verp re s s u re of  a s hoc k wa ve h i tt i ng a structure . There wa s no sei smi c 
act i v i ty accompany i ng t hem . 

The Na va l  Resea rch  Laboratory repo rted that the booms were proba b l y  cau sed 
by mi l i ta ry a i rcraft carry i ng out  manoeuvres off the coast , wh i l s t the FAS 
concu rred wi t h  th i s f ind i ng but added Concorde soni c booms fo r those  no i s es 
hea rd i n  No va Scoti a .  Bo th d i smi s sedt he ea rthq ua ke mov ement hypo thes i s .  

The rea son fo r peo p l e at  a d i stance hea r i ng soni c booms wh i c h s hou l dn ' t  
ord i na r i l y  have been aud i bl e at that range wa s unusua l  weather  patterns . 
The a i rc ra ft booms we re refl ected from h i gh  i n  the s t ratosphere when p l anes 
we re 120 to 200 k i l ometres  away . R i c ha rd Wood , a meteo ro l og i st  of the US 
Wea the r Serv i ce ' s  Tus con offi ce fo und that when jet s tream wi nds  i n  exc ess  
of  200 kms per  hour  co i nc i ded wi th  mi l i ta ry fl i ght  operat i ons , the ma x i mum 
numbe r of repo rts we re ma de . 

"Sc i ence" 

"Sc i ence" 

V o l  199 p 1416 

Vo l  203 p 256 

31.3. 78 

19.1. 79 
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UFO Research (Western Australia) , was formed in September 1975 

and become a member of the Australian Centre for UFO Studies in the same 

year. 

Although only a small, as far as members are concerned, we do repre­

sent a vast area of Australia and form a part of the Australia wide 

network that is dedicated to serious scientific UFO research. 

During tha past year, good close encounter type reports have been 

few and far between in this State, which appears to be the case else­

where in the country. Quite a few NL cases were reported to the organisa­

tion, but they hold little scientific value, with the majority being 

identified anyway. 

With the help of Steve Briggs and abley supported by our secretary 

Leeanne Ryan, we intend to increase our membership and thus coverage of 

Western Australia, in the near future, as well as maintain very close 

ties with all other members of the ACUFOS, who have kindly assisted us 

in the past. Also contacts with overseas UFO organisations will be 

increased and is most welcome. Those overseas organisation or individuals 

who wish to exchange UFO data etc. , and who have adopted a serious and 

unbiased approach to the UFO phenomena can write to the address below. 

A l l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i l l  b e  a n s w e r e d .  

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL MAIL 'ID: 

Mr. Jeff Bell 

UFO RESEARCH (Western Australia) 

84 Acton Avenue 

RIVERVALE 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6103 
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L e tter to· t h e E d i tor: 

I wo u l d l i ke to c l ar i fy a few p o i n t s  ma de by Fra nk G i l l es p i e i n  t h e  l a tes t 
n ew s l e t ter p u t  o u t  by U FO Re s earc h ( SA )  I nc. I u n der s ta n d  t hat mo s t  U FO 
per i od i ca l s gra d ua l l y  f i n d  t h e i r  way ar o u nd t he cou n try i n to the ha nds  of 
o t h er gr o u p s , s o  I am ho p i ng t ha t  w ha t  I hav e  to say w i l l  correc t the i nac ­
c urac i e s i n  Frank ' s  r e por t. 

I hav e  n o  des ire to beg i n  s n i p i ng away a t  U FO gr o u p s  a s  I be l i ev e  they per form 
a n  i mpor ta n t  a n d  l arg e l y  t ha nk l e s s  ta sk i n  t h e  commu n i ty. However , i t  does 
c o nc er n  me w h en s uc h  a gro u p , or a n  i n d i v i d ua l  i n  t h i s ca s e , fa l l s  i n to same 
tra p as t he d e b u nk er s  a n d  g o e s  i n to pr i n t wi t ho u t  ha v i ng acc e s s  to a l l t he 
i n forma t i o n. 

Fra nk mak e s  the po i n t t ha t  beca u s e  t h e  conver sa t i on o n  t h e  p l a n e  (my ta p ed 
c ommen tary ) a n d  t h e  rad i o  me s sag e s  ( between the p l a n e  a n d  t h e  radar o perator s  
a t  Wel l i ng t o n) can no t  be sync hr o n i sed to t h e  f i l m ,  t hen 1 1 i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  
to corr e l a te w i t h c er ta i n ty a par t i c u l ar f i l m  s e q u e nc e  w i t h par t i c u l ar com­
me n t s  a n d  e v e n t s 11• A l t ho ug h  t h i s i s  tr u e  i n  s ome r e s pec t s , I s ho u l d po i n t o u t  
t ha t  Dr. Br uc e Macca bee mad e  an  ex ha u s t i v e  a n d  deta i l ed s tu dy of my comme n tary 
a n d  t h e  rad i o  me s sag e s , a n d  from l o ng i n ter v i ew s  he d i d  w i t h everyon e  o n b oard 
t he p l an e  he wa s a b l e to c orr e l a t e  a maj or par t o f  my c omme n tary wi t h  radar 
ta p e s , a n d  he wa s a l s o  a b l e to r e l a t e  t h i s to s egme n t s  of the fi l m. T here i s n ' t  
s pace her e  to t e l l you  how h e  w e n t  a bo u t  t h i s ,  b u t  I am s ur e  tha t  w h e n  h i s 
fu l l i n v e s t i gation i s  p u b l i s h ed you w i l l  s e e  exac t l y  w ha t  I mea n. 

Fra nk a l s o  acc u s e s  Dr. Macca bee of mak i ng 11 two g l ar i ng error s1 1 i n  h i s a na l ys i s 
of t h e  f i l m. I ca n o n l y  r e p ea t  t ha t  i f  Frank had had acc e s s  to a l l t h e  
i n forma t i o n  t he n  he wo u l dn ' t  hav e  c ome o u t  w i t h s uc h  a d ec l ara t i o n:-A s  he s ho u l d 
w e l l k n ow , i t  i s  a n  extreme l y  dang er o u s prac t i c e  to mak e s uc h  dogma t ic s ta t e­
me n t s  w i t h o u t  hav i ng acc e s s  to a l l t h e  data. When he f i na l l y  rea d s  wha t  
Macca bee ha s t o  say a b o u t  t h e  1 1 b i g  orang e t h i ng bounc i ng aro u n d 11 a n d  t h e  1 1Sma l l er ,  
c l ea n er edg e d  i mag e s 11 , h e  w i l l  pro ba b l y  w i s h  h e  wa i ted a l i t t l e l o ng er be fore 
r u s h i ng i n to pr i n t .  

I ca n ' t  r ea l l y  c ommen t  o n  t he t e l ev i s i on n ews i tem t ha t  w e n t  to a ir i n  Ade l a i de 
o n  Marc h 15 a s  I wa s n' t  ther e  a n d  I d i d nt s e e  i t  - However , s ome of t h e  Frank ' s  
c l a i ms d o  n eed c l ar i f i ca t i o n. He says t ha t  a n umber of a l l eged comp u t er b l ow­
u p s  s how n  o n  t he scr een had a l l t h e  c harac ter i s t ic s  o f  n orma l  en l arg ements a n d  
he says h e  d o u b t s  t ha t  com p u ter e n hac emen t  wo u l d ac h i ev e  a ny t h i ng i n  t h i s ca s e  
a nyway beca u s e  11 t h e  p h o t ograp hy i s  s o  poor 1 1• 

May be w ha t  h e  saw o n  scr ee n  w er e  n orma l en l arg ements , b u t  I ca n a s s ur e  h i m  t ha t  
a n um ber o f  c ompu ter e n ha nc emen t s  w er e  d o n e  w i t h the  or ig i na l  f i l m  a n d  t h e  
r e s u l t s , c o n trary to h i s pe s s i m i sm , w ere q u i te r emarka b l e. I k n ow t ha t  s ome 
o f  t h o s e  e n hanc ed c o l o ur pr i n t s  ha v e  been s how n o n  t e l ev i s i on i n  Me l bour n e  
a n d  Syd n ey a n d  I can o n l y  a s s ume t ha t  the i tem s how n i n  Ad e l a i d e wa s e i t h er 
r e - scr i p ted or r e - ed i ted for s ome r ea s o n  a n d  t h e  c omme n tary d i d n ' t ma tc h wha t  
wa s s how n. I t  m i g h t  a l s o  be t h e  ca s e  t ha t  beca u s e  t h e  c omputer e n ha nced pr i n t s  
w er e  s o  good a n d  c l ear t ha t  Frank m i s took t h em for n orma l en l argeme n t s. I d i d  
hav e  s ome b l ack a n d  w h i te c o p i e s  o f  t h o s e  pr i n ts w i t h me a t  U FO CO N  4 i n  Syd n ey 
a n d  I s howed t hem to a n um ber o f  d e l ega tes. I t ' s  a p i ty t ha t  Fra nk d i d n ' t 
b o t h er to s ee t h em a s  t h ey to ta l l y  des tr oy h i s fa l s e a s s ump t i on t ha t  computer 
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enhancement wou l d  not have ach i eved anyth i ng i n  th i s  ca se . I t  did . I seem 
to ha ve spent a l l my t i me of l a te co rrecti ng mi s-repo rting , fa l s e statements , 
and f i ct i ona l i s ed accounts of the December 31 s i g h t i ngs . I make onl y one 
p l ea to those  who want to l eap  i nto pr i nt about the case . . . .  p l ea se wa i t  
unt i l you have  read Macca bee' s f i nd i ng s . 

From QUENT I N  FOGARTY 

SOURCE:  Au stra l i an UFO Bu l l etin - pub l i s hed by the  V i ctor i an UFO Resea rc h  
Soc i ety ,  November- December 19 79. 

That Ne w Ze al and UFO Film Again 

By Frank Gil le spie 

Those of us who a t tended UFOCON 4 in Sydney in Ocober , we re for tunate 
in being able to view a copy of the e n tir e unedited New Zea land UFO film ; 
and a l so to disc uss the case at lenght with Que ntin Fogar ty , the Channe l '0' 

r epor t e r  on the plane . As a r e s u l t , I now firmly be lie ve tha t the film wa s 
a genuine a t tempt to photog r aph an ob j ect or se ries of obj ects , whos e 

be haviour and appe ar ance we re beyond the limits of conven tional explana tion . 
I a l so be lieve tha t nobody , not even Or Br uce Maccabee , has made an entir ely 
cor r ec t  analysis of the film . 

I n  addition to the film , the r e  a r e  a numbe r of recor ds  re levant to the 
sighting . The r e  a r e  the accoun ts given by the eyewitness es , the repor t s  of 
conve r s a tions on plane , and a tape recording of r adio me s sages to and f rom 
the p lane . Un for tunate ly these are not , and cannot be synchronis ed to the 
film , so tha t it is not pos sible to cor re late with c e r tainty a par tic ular 
film sequence with par ticular comme n t s  and even ts . The re are , for in s tance , 
three brie f  scene s on the film which may have caused Oavid Croc k e t t ' s  descri­
p tion of a ' s aucer with a dome on top ' ; but ' top ' would mor e  acc u rate ly 
have been s ta ted as ' side ' , beca use the ' saucer ' wa s s lig htly tilted in each 
case ; and the a t t r ibute of 3 dime nsiona lity cou ld we l l  have exis ted in 
C roc ke t t ' s  mind . 

Of a l l  the ' a uthoritie s ' who have pr eviously made pub lic commen t  on the 
film , on ly Or Maccabee has had a·cce s s  to the complete film . He is , the re for e , 
the on ly one whose commen t s  can be regarded as in formed . Un for tunately he 
has made two g la r ing e r r or s  in his ana lysis . The ' big or ange thing bouncing 
a round ' tha t he r egarded as a de foc us s ed imag e ,  ac tua l ly exhibited ve r y  c lean 
and sharp edge s ; whe r e a s  the ' sma l le r  c leane r - edged image s ' that he favoured 
s howed signs of having been gros s ly ove re xposed , so that the obj ec t ' s  s hape 
wa s hidde n  in f l a r e  on the film . Also , the c l aim was made that a computer 
had be e n  used to prod uce the blow- ups s hown on Ma r c h  15, 1 9 7 9  on Ade laide 

TV, a l thoug h those blow-ups had a l l  the char acte ris tics of normal enlar gements , 
r athe r t han compute r ised image s .  I n  de fence of Or Maccabee , fir stly I have no 
evide nce that he pe r son a l ly c laimed tha t  a computer had bee n used ; and second ly , 
I dou bt tha t  compute r enhancement would achieve any thing in this case , bec ause 



F 0 R U M 

the pho tography is so poor. However, it may be pos sible to obtain enhanced 
image s  from the original film using optical technique s ,  and it will be a great 
pi ty if this is not attempted. 

SOURCE: UFO Re search (SA )  Inc Newsle tter,  Volume 6 ,  No. 4&5, Sept-Oc t 79 

The Editor, 
Australian UFO Bulletin 

Dear Sir, 

For two reasons, I am disappointed that Quentin Fogarty chose to take 
issue with my article in the UFO Research (SA) Newsletter regarding the December 
31 New Zealand film and associated events. Firstly, I thought I had made it 
clear in the article, that I was not fully informed, and that I did not regard 
the mass media as a reliable source of information. Secondly, I have no desire 
to carry on a slanging match with anyone, and at least of all with Quentin 
Fogarty. However, I have my duty as a consultant for ACUFOS, and I cannot allow 
misleading statements to pass unchallenged , even from a source with eyewitness 
authority. 

After reading his full report, I can only agree with Quentin that Dr Bruce 
Maccabee did an excellent job of correlating events, particularly the two taped 
records, where the timing could be specified with some certainty. He was not 
able to relate the film sequences to the other events with the same completeness 
or degree of certainty, which was exactly the situation I proposed ! 

Dr Maccabee was badly misreported in the two media quotes which I unfortu­
nately chose to use; and as a result, I did malign him somewhat. However, he 
does dismiss the large pentagonal images with the words "apparently an out-of­
focuss version", and he is wrong to do so, even though I think there is a dif­
ferent, but very good reason for not bothering with those images. He does 
choose to study the smaller images, but with the full realisation that they 
were , as I said, grossly overexpose� In fact, the photography was so poor, 
that Dr Maccabee was able to obtain useful measurements only from images that 
were badly streaked, through movement of either the camera or the light source. 

It is a pity, when Dr Maccabee has taken the trouble to be scrupulously 
accurate in his report, that those quoting it as an authority do not maintain 
the same accuracy. Quentin claims that computer enhancements were done with 
the original film, whereas Dr Maccabee states quite clearly that he worked in 
U. S. A. only on a copy, after viewing the original film, and later studying it 
again in Australia. He also says that "images enhancements" were done in 
California , but nowhere mentions the word "computer". Now I stand to be 
corrected by Dr Maccabee himself, but I still opine that no computer enhancement 
have yet been released; and I base that opinion very largely on the prints 
Quentin had at UFOCON 4, which he seems to think prove the opposite, I still 
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believe that little can be achieved by computer study of the film; but that 
some unorthodox optical techniques might produce useful information. These 
are my opinions, to which I am entitled as a scientist, with considerable 
experience in working on films not dissimilar to this one. Quentin also has 
his opinions, as is his right; and I respect those opinions, particularly 
because of his status as a reporter and an eyewitness. Until such time as 
one of us is proved right, I ask Quentin to extend the same courtesy to me. 

Finally, I would like to inject into the discussion, a possibility 
that I believe has occurred to very few people. What if the "light" is not 
the object, but, as with most identifiable light sources, just a small part 
of the complete object ? What then would be served by computer production 
of perfect images of the light, if these were possible ? Surely it would 
be better to study the surrounding black areas, to see if some faint traces 
of the real object have been recorded. With ASA 400 film used at f 1.9, 
there just might be something there ! 

Yours faithfully, 

Frank Gillespie 

S T 0 P P R E S S 

IN FORMAT I ON RECE I VE D  FROM OR MA C CA B E E  STATES THAT COM P UTER ENHANCEM ENTS 

OF A C O PY OF TH E NEW Z EALAN D F ILM WERE DON E IN PASA DENA , AN D THAT 

Q UENT IN ' S  PR INTS WERE MA DE FROM T H E S E  ENHANC E MENTS. 

I N  T HAT RE S PE CT , AT L EA ST , Q U ENT I N  WAS R I G HT , AN D FRAN K WAS WRONG. 

EO. 



G E P A N  - THE BEG I NN I NGS OF  THE  S C I ENCE  OF  UFOLOGY ?li\1\MN\1\1\r-�� 
By B i l l  Cha l ker 

The acti v i t i es of the offi c i a l  Fren c h  UFO researc h group - G E P A N  -
" Groupe  d • Etudes des P henomenes Aero s pat i aux I denti fi es " - operati ng under 
t he a u s p i ces  of the  Frenc h  Nati on a l  Cen tre for Space Stud i es ( C N E S ) s tand  
a s  a " turn i ng po i n t 1 1 fo r a l l grou ps  and  i nd i v i dua l s i nterested i n  s er i ous  
UFO researc h .  

Du r i ng  1977 , GE PAN carri ed o u t  eva l uati ons  o f  354 obs ervati on reports 
brought  to i t s atten t i on by the Gendarmeri e. Of these , GEPAN , had by t he 
beg i nn i ng of 1978 , determi ned that 89  were 1 1Type D phenomena .. i e. 1 1 pheno­
mena wh i c h  the experts cannot  i denti fy i n  s p i te of  re l a ti ve ly  prec i se and  
comp l ete repo rts . . .  T he brea kdown of these reports i n to categori es wa s 
a s  fo l l ows : 

42% Nocturna l L i ghts  

4% Day l i g ht Di scs  

1% Radar Case  

21% C E  1 

28% CE 2 

4% CE 3 

However , GE PAN on ly  regarded a bout  23% of  the 89  cases  as  bei ng of h i g h  
cred i b i l i ty .  Deta i l ed enqu i r i es were u nderta ken on 2 nocturna l l i g ht cases 
( i e .  5th  November , 1976 , R i ves - I sera - and 7th  Ma rc h , 1974 , Coberouger -
Ta rn & Garonn e ) and i t  wa s conc l uded for both that " the obj ect i ve natu re of 
the obs erva t i ons  has been confi rmed and attempts  to rel ate them to a p henome­
non or to a known dev i ce have fa i l ed " . 

D ur i ng  1978 , GE PAN •· s acti v i t i es expanded and  a seven - l evel  s tructure wa s 
adopted , name l y : rap i d  i ntervent i ons procedures , p hys i ca l  trace ana l y s es , 
radar  a l ert group , qu a l i f i ed expert eva l uat i on group , nat i ona l card i nd ex 
group , stat i st i c a l  a na l yses  group  S i m-UFO group. The fi rst 6 are se l f evi dent 
act i v i t i es ,  however , the l atter requ i res  c l ar i fi cati on . S i m-UFO refers to  a 
contrac t i on of  opt i ca l  s i mu l ati on of U FO ,  t hrough  whi ch  the dep l oymen t of a 
p i ece of opt i c a l  eq u i pment  wi th 1 1 i den t i k i t 1 1 - s tyl e s l i des a re used to deri ve 
and quant i fy the  wi tne s s e s • 1 1 b i noc u l ar 1 1 v i ew of the s i ght i ng  envi ronment. 
Dur i n g  1978 , GE PAN undertoo k deta i l ed ana l yses of about  ten cases  from 1977 
re l .a t i on s document rel epsed i n  February 197 9 , by GE PAN ; 1 1 L e  G e p a n ; e t  
l • e t u d e  d u : p h e n o m e n e  O V N I 1 1 , I q u o t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g : 

1 1 A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e s e  t e n  i n q u i r i e s a n d  t h e t h o r o u g h  a n a l y s i s  
w h i c h  t h ey w e r e  g i v e n , t w o  c a s e s w e r e  e l i m i n a t e d  ( one , at Dragu i nan , 
due to  l ac k  of coherence i n  the accoun ts of the wi tnes ses ; the other at  
Sa i nt - C i ers - d 1  Abzac , due  to a defi n i te i dent i fi cat i on of the phenomenon 
as t he p l anet r�ars ) , a n d  t h e  e i g h t  o t h e r s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  to b e  
1 1 U n i d e n t i f i e d 1 1 •  
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l he f i n a l  conc l u s i on s  of the GEPAN i nves ti ga tors and ana l ysts  were as 
fo l l ows ; 

( 1 )  1 1 W e  a s s e s s e d w h i c h o f  t h e  w i t n e s s e s w h o m  w e  i n t e r v i e w e d  
h a d  r e a l l y  o b s e r v e d t h e h a p p e n i n g s  t h e y r e p o r t e d ( t he case  at  
Drag u i nan , however , we  have doubts  i n  th i s  regard ) 1 1 •  

( 2 )  1 1 W e  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a b l e t o  i d e n t i fy h a p p e n i n g s  by  w i t n e s s e s  
a s  p h e n o m e n a  k n o w n  p r e c i s e l y  t o  u s  d e s p i t e  o u r  i m p o r t a n t  e f f o r t s  
w i t h  t h i s a i m  ( except St-C i  ers  - d 1 Abzac , of course ) n .  

( 3 )  1 1 T a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  e l e m e n t s  w h i c h  w e  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e 
p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e o b s e r v e r s , a t  t h e  s i t e o f  t h e i r o b s e r v a t i o n s , 
w e  a r e c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  a p hy s i c a l  p h e n o m e n o n  i s  a t  t h e r o o t  o f  
a l m o s t  a l l t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s 1 1 • 

( 4 )  1 1 T h e  s t u dy o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  c o n c e r n e d a p p e a r s  t o  u s  t o  h a v e  
t h e p o t e n t i a l  t o  a c q u i r e n e w k n o w l e d g e 1 1 • 

I t  wa s q uoted wi de l y  i n  the l i terature that G E P A N  had con c l uded that  the 
wi tnes s e s  appear to have s een ma teri a l  p henomenon , 1 1 rel at i ve to a f ly i ng 
mac h i ne of whi ch  the l i fti ng forces and  propu l s i on mea ns are ent i re l y  un known 
to our  knowl edge 1 1 , however , Dr . E s terl e ,  GE PAN 1 s  new head , c l ari fi ed GE PAN 1 s  
actua l  conc l u s i on i n  the fo l l owi ng  way ; 

1 1 Con s i deri ng  the e l ements  we  have co l l ected from the obs ervers at  the  very 
p l ace  of  the i r o bs ervati ons , we are con v i nced that a ma ter i a l  phenomenon 
or i g i nates  the q ua s i  tota l i ty of the observat i ons  and noti ce that  the descri p­
t i on of  these p henomena i s  s i mi l a r ( i n  part i c u l a r  in  the fo l l owi ng cases : 
Gondrecou rt , B i ze ,  L ucon , Bo l azec , Sauv i gny ) to that of a f l y i ng  mach i n e 
whos e  o r i g i n  and propu l s i on and/or s u s tenance modes  are tota l l y  out of our 
knowl edge 1 1 • 

T hese  fi nd i n g s  o f  G E P A N  are p i vota l i n  s i gn i fi cance , wi th  respect to the 
s tand i ng of  the UFO phenomenon a s  a l eg i t i mate area of s c i enti fi c enq u i ry. 
Contra ry to the ho l l ow fi nd i n g s  of the Condon Report , the UFO reports appear 
to be t he s tuff o f  s c i ent i f i c 1 1 payd i rt 1 1 • 

I t  i s  now up  to the UFO research  commu n i ty to fo l l ow the course G E P A N  
has  set . We mu s t  i nves t i gate reports i n  a tru l y  s c i enti fi c manner , and  
perha p s  t hen we may be a b l e to  extract l eg i t i mate va l i d  pa tterns ra ther than  
t ho s e  that  a re t he s tuff of  de l u s i on .  

To q uote Benj am i n Fran k l i n  : 

1 1 T H E  M O S T  E X Q U I S I T E F O L L Y  I S  M A D E  O F  W I S D O M  

S P U N  T O  F I N E 1 1 •  



N E W  I DEAS I N  DATA EQUI PME NT 

By HOLLY I .  GORISS 

Some t i me ago it came to the a t ten t i on of UFO Re s e a r ch ( FNQ ) i nve s t i g a tor Rus s e l l  
Boundy , tha t the r e  mus t  b e  a be t ter way of e s t i ma t i ng t h e  s i ze of a n  un ide n t i ­
f i ed obj ec t than our usual " c o i n  o r  or ange (whose s i ze var i e s ) held a t  arms 
leng h t "  me thod . So he came up wi th the idea that our inve s t i ga tor s have 
been us ing for a numbe r of mon ths w i th muc h s ucce s s . 

The idea i s  to use a s e t  of squa r e  wh i te cards on wh ich i s  ma r k ed va r i ous 
shape s  of k nown s i z e .  Th e s e  shape s cor r e spond w i th the mos t  common UFO 
s hape s , and these cards held at a r ms lengh t ,  gave acc u r a te data as to the 
s i z e of the obj ec t .  

I t  mu s t  be r emembe r ed , however , that the se cards a r e  mos t  e f fec t i ve w i th 
obj ec ts wi th i n  150 me t r e s  of the w i tne ss , a f te r tha t a l l  s i ze e s t ima t ion 
d e t e r i o r a tes wi th i nc r e a s i ng d i s tance . The s e t s  of 
c a r d s  i nc l ude a se r i es of c i r c u la r , e l l i p t i c a l  
a n d  r ec tang ular shape s of va r y i ng s i z es . Eac h 
s hape ha s f i ve s i ze s  ( e ach on sepa r ate card s ) . 
The s i z e s  a t  p r e s e n t  in use a r e  10 mm d i ame te r , 
1 6  mm d i ame ter , 20 mm , 2 8  mm and 3 2  mm d i ame -
te r . 

I n  the c a se of r ec tang le the " d i ame te r " i s  the 
lenght of the r ec tang le . In the case of the 
e l l ipse the " d i ame te r " r e fe r s  to the ma j or 
a x i s . 

We re a l i s e that the se car d s  w i l l  pr obably 
need mod i f i ca t i on and s tandar i z a t ion in 
orde r to be u t i l i sed by a l l  i nve s t i g a tor s 
i n  Aus t r a l i a . 

0 

1 0  m m 

Howeve r , we fee l that the ba s i c  idea i s  sound , and in our expe r i ence we 
have found that the se cards a r e  accepted q u i te r e ad i ly by w i tne s se s . They 
a l so have the added psycholog ical a spec t of g i vi ng us a mor e  profe s s i onal 
i mage than our use of co i n  or or ange would . 

-
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THE A E S G  COMPUT E R  F I L E 

A T a n dy Ra d i o  S ha c k  T RS - 80 m i cro- computer h a s  been u t i l i s ed to c reate 
a c omp u te r  l i s t i n g  o f  e n t i ty cases repo rted to the Au s t ra l i a n E n t i ty S tudy 
G r ou p . 

T he c omp u te r  can  p ro v i d e a l i s t i n g  o f  more t ha n  100 c a s e s under da te· 
o rd e r  a n d  a s e parate a c c e s s fi l e  prov i d e s  d a te , l oc a t i on , t i me of even t , 
typ e  o f  even t , n umber o f  e n t i t i e s , d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  o bj e c t , d e s c r i p t i on of 
e v e n t  and a s o u rc e  o f  i n fo rma t i on . A further ref i n ed prog ramme i s  bei n g  
i n v e s t i g a ted w h i c h  s ho u l d s tore a m u c h  m o r e  d e ta i l ed d e s c r i p t i on of the 
repo rted e n t i ty ,  b e h a v i o u r , reporter ' s  rea c t i o n e tc . , a l t ho u g h t h i s wo u l d  
o f  . n ece s s i ty be i n  a coded fo rma t d u e  to l i m i ta t i o n s  i n  memory s p a c e  a va i l a ­
b l e i n  t h e  m a c h i n e .  L a ter o n  i t  i s  hoped to a cq u i re a p r i n ter to e n a b l e 
d e ta i l s  to be p r e s e n ted i n  h a rd copy . P res e n t l y i n forma t i on i s  d i s p l ayed 
o n  a s ta n d a rd 3 0  cm T V  s ty l e mon i to r . 

A typ i c a l  d i s p l ayed e n t ry read s : -

1 Date 44/45 

2 Loc a t i o n  C h r i s tc h u rc h  N Z  

3 T i me ( l o c a l ) 1620 

4 Typ e  E RA 2 

5 N o  E n t  S ev 

6 He i g h t ( cm )  N -

7 O bj ec t  A0 1 1 

8 E v e n t  L a n d ed 

9 S o u r c e  AP RGJ O U RN24N0 1 P 11- 14 

T ra n s l a ted t h i s mea n s  t h a t  i n  1944 o r  1945 n e a r  C h r i s tc h u rc h , N ew Zea l and , 
a t  4 . 2 0 p . m .  l oc a l  t i me a d i s c  s h a p ed o bj e c t  wa s s ee n  o n  the  g rou nd . A l s o  
o b s e rved i n  a s s oc i a t i o n  wi t h  t h i s o bj ect were s evera l sma l l e r t h a n  n o rma l 
{ N - ) huma no i d  e n t i t i e s  ( E RA 2 ) . T h i s i n fo rma t i on i s  from t h e  J ou rn a l  o f  the 
A P RG 1974 N o  1 p a g e s  11- 14 . 



THE AESG COMPUT E R  F I L E 

Or : 

1 Date 02 5 1  

2 Locat i on Cent  Au s t  

3 T i me ( l oca l ) N/ R 

4 Type E RA 2 

5 No . Ent  1 

6 He i g ht ( cm )  N -

7 Obj ect A0 1 2 

8 Event  La nded en t from tu other 

9 Source F l y  Sau  Ser  Bu s p 16  

Wh i c h reads  - an  event  occu rred i n  Centra l Aus tra l i a  somewhere i n  
Februa ry 1 9 5 1 , a l though  n e i ther the  exact date nor t i me are known . 
One  sma l l er t han  average ( average be i ng ta ken a s  6- ) ent i ty wa s seen to 
move from one l anded d i sc s haped o bj ect  to another d i sc .  The ent i ty wa s 
humano i d .  Sou rce ' F l y i ng Saucers Ser i ou s  Bu s i nes ' page 169  . 

T h i s styl e of prog ram wi th data i n  a mi cro computer can be adopted 
to s u i t any body of  mater i a l  i n  cata l ogue  form , prov i d i ng an e l ectron i c  
s torage sys tem wi t h  ease  of  ed i t i ng and  s ort i ng fac i l i t i es and no doubt 
i n  fu ture many u s e s  wi l l  be found  for t h i s exel l ent  storage  and retreava l  
a i d .  

I N  N EXT I SSUE : 

YES , AUSTRALIA , UFOs DO EXI ST 

ARE THE RUS S IANS F LY I NG UFOs OVER AUSTRALIA ? 

A CARAVELLE WAS PERSECUTED BY ONE OR MORE UFOs 

INCREDIBLE ADVENTURE OF A MAJORCAN COUPLE 
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OV E R  AU STRALAS I A ,  1 9 7 7  - 1 9 7 S  
;; 
· 11 

By KEI TH BASTERF I ELD 

The r e  have been a t  l e a s t  s i x  r epor ted UFO obse rvations from obs e r ve r s  
i n  a i rc r a f t  over Aus t r a l a s i a  w i t h i n  the l a s t  two year s .  Two made ma j or 
head l i ne s  a r ound the wor ld , name ly the Va lentich ( l ) ( Vic tor i a  2 1 . 1 0 78 ) 

and the New Zealand C 2 ) ( Dec 78 ) a i r c r a f t/radar/v i s ua l/ f i lm cases , and I 
w i l l  not r e v i ew these h e r e . Four other obse r va t ions have been r epor ted 
of unusual obj ec ts i n  the sky wor thy o f  our a t tent ion . These r epor ted are 
Goond i w i nd i  ( 3 )  ( Qld 77 ) , Kunanur r a  < 4 )  ( NT 77 ) , Por t Aug u s ta (5) ( SA May 77 ) 
and Whya l l a  ( 6 )  ( SA Dec 78 ) . I nve s t i g a t i on s  a r e  s t i l l  con t i n u i ng i n to the 
la s t  named . 

Goond i w i nd i : 

The r epor ter was t r ave l l i ng as a pas senger on a B . P . A .  tr i lander flying 
be tween Cunnamu l l a  and Br i s bane i n  Queens land , when the i nc ident occ ur r ed 
a t  a bout 3 a . m .  on Septembe r 10 , 1977 . Mr . H .  was s i t t i ng next to the p i lot 
o f  the tr i lander when app r oac h i ng the Goond iwindi a i r por t ,  both not iced 
wha t they f i r s t  took to be another a i r c r a f t  appr oach i ng on a s imilar but 
oppos i te cour se . 

The p i lot con f i r med through a i r  t r a f f i c control ( Br i s bane and Sydney ) 
that no other t r a f f ic wa s k nown to be i n  the area as they mad e the i r  f i nal 
app r oach to land . 

As the a i r c r a f t  and the unknown we r e  on what appea r ed to be an eventua l  
col l i s ion cou r s e  the t r i lande r p i lot took e va s i ve ac t ion and M r  H .  o n  the 
s ta r board s ide saw the unknown approach the a i rpor t ,  pas s  low ove r the r un­
way and move away to a pos i t i on SW of the r unway . 

They landed , but wh i le r e fue l l i ng they obser ved that the obj ec t " hove­
r ed "  and " moved e r r at i c a l ly " to the SW . Mea nwh i le Mr H .  in d i scus s i ng the 
obj e c t  wi th wa i t i ng pa s senge r s  found they had seen it pas s  sound l e s s ly a t  
low a l t i t ude ove r t h e  r unway . 

Hal f  an hour l a t e r  the B . P . A .  f l i ght con t i nued on to Br i sbane . S i t t i ng 
once aga i n  by the p i lo t , as they a scended , Mr H .  watched the unknown move 
towa r d  the a i rc r a f t , then pace i t  a t  a s imi la r  r a te of speed on the s ta r boa rd 
s id e , before it tur ned away from the plane i n  a SE d i r ec t ion , d i sappear i ng 
i n to the d i s tance . Mr H .  s a id that a t  no t ime was any s hape d i scer n i ble , 
only two br i g h t  l ig h t s  pos i t ioned above and be low ( a t  an angle ) wha t  seemed 

to be a " th ic k  body " .  The " l ights " wer e  not the u s ua l  type f i tted to a i r ­
c r a f t , be i ng desc r i bed a s  chang i ng colour f r om or ange- wh i te i n  a " psycha­
de l i c " manne r . 

The i nc ident was appar en t ly not r epor ted to any au thor i ty .  
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Kunanur r a  

At 5 . 3 0 p . m .  o n  Decembe r 9 ,  1 9 7 7 , a Mr L inds ay McKen z i e- Sm i th and 
h i s  wi fe Helen we r e  fly i ng i n  a l i ght a i r c r a f t  a t  a pos i t i on appr oxima te ly 
l O O  km Ea s t  of Kunanur r a , Nor the r n  Te r r i tor y ( some 3 7 0  km SSW of Da rwin ) .  
The plane was pi loted by Mr Mc Kenz ie -Smi th who had 7 5 0  f ly i ng hour s expe r ­
i e nce . 

On tha t day they had a l r e ady made seve r a l  f l ights w i th i n  the NT s i nce 
s ta r t i ng at about 9 . 3 0 a . rn .  that mor n i ng ,  and we r e  on the i r  way f rom Legune 
to V i c tor i a  R i ver Downs (VRD ) . The ter r a i n  i n  the a r e a  is extr eme ly r ugged 
and i sola ted and bo th people we r e  fe e l i ng t i r ed a f ter comme nc i ng th i s  las t 
leg a t  about 4 . 3 0 p . m .  

The a i r c r a f t  a C e s sna 2 0 6 , was c r u i s i ng a t  1 6 7 5  me t r e s , j us t  af ter 
pas s i ng ove r the P i n k e r ton Ranges ( 3 0 0 - 3 4 0  m h i gh ) , when Helen Me Ken z i e­
Sm i t h told her hus band tha t another a i r c r a f t  wa s coming down towa rds them . 
He len e s t ima ted tha t she f i r s t noted the " obj ec t "  when i t  was about 5 km 
d i s tant , f ly i ng a t  a lowe r a l t i tude be low the v i s i ble hor i zon . I t  was 
e a s i ly p i c k ed up aga i n s t  the gr een-brown bac kground . Bo th of them log i c a l ly 
e xpe c t ed the "obj ect " to be a plane but r e a l i zed i t  wasn ' t  a s  i t  appr oached . 

The obj e c t  pa s s ed be low and beh i nd the plane at an e s t i ma ted 1 3 7 0  m 
(mak i ng i t  about 3 0 0  m be low them ) . 

I n  order to obse r ve the ob j ec t  fur ther the pi lot banked the a i r c r a f t  
approx i ma t e ly 9 0 ° ,  b u t  upon tur n i ng , t h e  obj ec t  had appa r e n t ly d i sappe a r ed 
f r om s i gh t . The pl ane then con t i nued on i ts forme r cour se and wi th i n  5 mi nutes 
of the obs e r va t i on a t tempted to r epor t i ts pos i t i on as is normal prac t ice 
a t  th i s  s tage of f l i gh t . ( They a l so planned to a s k  i f  the r e  we r e  any t r a f f i c  
i n  t h e  a r e a ) . 

Mr Mc Ken z i e - Smi th tr i ed seve r a l  t ime s but could not t ra nsmi t on VHF or 
HF for the fol low i ng 2 0 - 3 0  m i n u te s . He even tually r a i sed Da r w i n  (VHF ) be fore 
approach i ng and land i ng a t  VRD . 

The obj ec t  appear s to have come no l es s  than 3 0 0  m f r om the a i r c r a f t , 
and L i nd say says tha t  " the obj e c t  gave no depth pe rcep t i on , i t s s i ze and 
he ight wer e  hard to e s t i ma te " as he only saw i t  for some 3 0 - 4 0  seconds . 
I t  wa s an ova l or lent icular shape , appear i ng me ta l l i c  and a t  an e s t ima ted 
3 0 0  m se emed to be 9 m long , by 2 . 7 5 - 3 m wide and pr obably 1 m th ic k . I t  
had we l l  def ined edges and a d u l l  o r  non- r e flec t i ng sur face , s imilar to 
anod i s i ng (wh i te -g r ey ) . Bo th v i ewe r s  thought i t  pec u l i a r  tha t there was no 
shadow on i t  - the Sun was s e t t i ng beh i nd them and should have r e f lec ted on 
the lead i ng edge of the o b j e c t  but d i dn ' t . 

The i nc i dent was no t off i c i a l ly r epor ted but came to the no t i ce of 
UFOR (FNQ ) who i n te r v i ewed the obse rve r s . 

Por t Augus ta 

Our th i rd case p r e s e n t s  us wi th somewha t  a mys te r y . A l i ght a i r c r a f t  

p i lot w h o  w a s  f l y i ng from Mount Gamb i e r  t o  Ade l a i d e  ( South Aus t r al i a ) , ove r ­
h e a r d  a r ad i o  conver s a t i on concern i ng a UFO , wh i ls t  e n  r ou te . I t  was the 
eve n i ng of May 3 ,  1 9 7 8  ( a l though the e xac t t ime is not k nown ) when h i s  r ad i o  
c ame to l i fe and he h e a r d  an a i r c r a f t  near Por t Augus ta call i ng t h e  Ad e l a i de 
a i rpor t to r epor t a v i s ua l  s ig h t i ng of a br ig ht  l i gh t ,  wh ich had , i t  seems , 
a l so been p i c ked up on the plane ' s  r adar . The e n t i r e  s tory wasn ' t  known 
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a s  our i n forman t was land i ng a t  the t ime . I nve s t i g a t ions we re i n i t i a ted by 
UFOR ( SA )  and a chec k made of the two a i r l i nes fly i ng in the a rea  pl us the 
local St John Ambulance S e r v i c e  based near Por t Aug u s ta , al so the Depar tme n t  
of t h e  Tr anspor t and the Royal Aus t r a l i an A i r  Force we r e  contac ted . The re 
we r e  two plane s i n  the a r e a  a t  the t i me , ne i ther of 
wh ich r epor tedly had obs e r ved any unus ual phenomena . 
A s e a r c h  of the A i r por t f l i g h t  s e r v ice r ecor ds  re ve­
a l e d  a pol ice r epor t of two r ed f l a r e s  be i ng s i g h ted 
a t  8 n . m .  Sou th of Whya l l a  a t  8 . 5 8 p . m .  but noth i ng 
e l se . An adve r t i s emen t  placed i n  seve r a l local pape r s  
fa i led t o  sol i c i t  any r e sponse for v i s ual obs e r va t i ons . 
The RAAF dec l i ned to answe r our que ry for any deta i l s h, ''\\ they m i g h t  have . 

Ove r al l  we wer e  le f t  w i th not be i ng able to do 
much mor e  than r ecord a pos s i ble even t . 

Whya l l a  

Th i s  case come to e a r s of UFOR ( FNQ ) who forwar ded i t  t o  UFOR ( SA )  for 
i nve s t i g a t ions , wh ich have not ye t been f i na l i s ed . A man wa s p i lot i ng a 
l i g h t  a i r c r a f t  f r om Whya l l a , South Aus tr a l i a , on December 3 0  1 9 7 8 , a t  about 
1 1  p . m .  f ly i ng a t  2 8 0 0  m, speed 2 2 0  k nots . Over Al ford he not i ced wha t  to 
h i m  appe a r ed another a i r c r a f t  flying par a l l e l  a t  an e s t ima ted 2 4  km d i s tance . 

He check ed w i th Ade l a ide but was advi sed tha t the r e  was no t r a f f i c  i n  
the a r e a . Look i ng bac k to t h e  obj ect he r e a l i sed that the r e  we r e  n o  naviga­
t i on l i g h t s  on i t ,  it  wa s mer e ly an e long a ted wh i te l ight w i th a blue t i nge 
a round the edge . I t  s tayed w i th h i m unt i l  he t ur ned l e f t  i n  the Whya l l a  
c i r c u i t  a r e a , and it  s topped mov i ng un t i l  t he pl a n e came down on  t he down­
w i nd leg on the c i r c u i t .  At th i s  s tage i t  c losed i n  on the plane ve ry 
qu i c k ly , so the p i lot l anded a s  fa s t  as he could . The obj ec t tur ned away 
and d i sappe a r ed . 

Pol i cy 

We l l , the r e  we have our four cases from the pas t two year s .  The Goond i ­
w i nd i  , Kunanur r a , Por t  Aug u s ta a nd Whyal la i nc iden t s  have a l l  come t o  our 
k nowledge pr i va te ly . None have appe a r ed in the med i a  and only Whya l la can 
be s ubs tan t i a ted f r om o f f i c i a l  r ecord s .  

The Depar tmer.t of Transpor t i s  the gove r nmen t  depar tme nt r e spon s i ble for 
the ove r s i gh t i ng of a l l  a spec ts of c i v i l i a n  a i r  moveme nts and s a f e ty . I ts 
pol icy i s  c lear . Enqu i r e r s  a r e  usua l ly r e fe r r ed to the RAAF ( 7 ) . The RAAF 1 s  
pol i cy i s  tha t the r e  i s  no s uch th i ng a s  a genu i ne UFO ( 8 ) , thus g e t t i ng 
of f ic i a l  con f i rma t i on of a UFO/a i r c r a f t  i nc ident r ema i ns d i f f ic u l t . 
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The r e  are two ma i n  a i r l ines w i th i n  Aus t r a l i a  and the i r  a t t i tude seems 
to be that i nd i v i d ua l  p i lots are f ree  to talk about such obs e rva t i ons they 
ma ke , un l i ke the RAAF . 

P r i va te p i lots a r e  unde r no appa r e n t  r e s t r i c t i ons but i t  wo uld seem 
they mak e  no o f f i c i a l  r epor t because of the a t t i tude of the Depar tment 
o f  Transpor t and RAAF . 

I n  s u m m a r y , s o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g a i r  e n c o u n t e r s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d 
o v e r t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  b u t  a c o m p l e t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  e x t r e ­
me l y  d i f f i c u l t d u e  t o  o f f i c i a l p o l i c i e s . ( 9 , 1 0 ) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Notes and r e f e r e nce s : 

1 .  See " The m i s s i ng Ces sna and the UFO " w .  Cha l k e r , FSR Vol 2 4  No 5 pp 3 - 5  
a n d  " P i lo t  d i s appear s a f te r  r epor t i ng UFO " MUFON Jo u rna l  No 1 2 9 .  A u g  78 
pp 3 - 5 . 

2 .  See " New Ze a l and r adar -v i s ua l  and f i lm cases " K .  Ba s ter f i e ld MUFON Jour nal 
No 1 3 2 , Nov/Dec 7 8  pp 3-5 and B. MacCa bee ' s  excelle n t  ana lys i s  i n  the May 
and June 1 9 7 9  i s sue s  of MUFON Jo ur n a l . 

3 .  Repo r t de ta i l s cour tesy UFO Re s e arch ( FNQ ) PO Box 1 5 8 5  Ca i r ns QLD 4 8 7 0 . 

4 .  As for 3 .  

5 .  Inve s t i g a t ion by G .  Bol ton , S . Bo l ton , J . Bur ford and th i s  author . 

6 .  I n i t i a l  r epor t v i a  UFOR ( FNQ ) , i nve s t i g a ted by UFOR ( SA ) . 

7 .  Le t t e r  f r om Depa r tme n t  o f  Tr an spor t to UFOR ( SA ) . 

8 .  Le tter f r om RAAF to ACOS 1 9 7 5 .  

9 .  P r e v i o u s ly r epor ted encoun te r s  w i th no conve n t ional explana t ions a re : -
1 9 5 3  near Sydney (V) , 1 9 5 4  Melbour ne ( V ) , 4 . 1 . 5 4 Me lbour ne (V) , 
2 8 . 5 . 6 5 o f f  Bouganv i l le Re e f  ( V , P ) , Jul/Aug 6 8  near Ca i r ns (V , P ) . 

V= v i s ua l , P= pho tog r aph i c . 
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THE SEARCH FOR EXTRATERRESTRIAL 

INTELLIGENCE S E T I By Jane L .  Brooks 

Eve r s i nce ear ly c h i ldhood I have been fasc i na ted by space explor a t i on and 
the pos s i b i l i ty of d i scove r i ng i n t e l l igent l i fe or ig i nat i ng in other star 
sys tems . I have a s c r apbook da t i ng bac k to 19 6 1  w i th Yur i Gagar i n ' s  f i r s t  
h i s tor i c  f l i g h t , but i t  i s  only i n  the l a s t  year that I have beg un lear n i ng 
a bout var ious a spec t s  of space r e search w i th g r ea t  enthus i asm . Th i s  urge to 
try to f i nd out about the na ture of the Un i ve r se was tr igge r ed off by see ing 
" Close Encoun te r s  of the Th i r d  K i nd " wh ich s t i r r ed my cur ios i ty to f i nd out 
for mys e l f  wha t  had r e a l ly been r epor ted about the UFO phenomenon . I v i s i ted 
the S ta te L i br a r y  and beg un bor r ow i ng UFO book s ,  and as a r e s u l t  deve loped a 

th i r s t  for k nowl edge of a s t r onomy , cosmology and space r e search . One th i ng 
I d i scove r ed ear ly was that al though mos t astronome r s  do not th i nk the r e  i s  
any pos s i b i l i ty tha t we may have been v i s i ted by , o r  a r e  pre sently be i ng 
v i s i ted by i n t e l l igent be i ngs ( E T I ' s ) , they do be l i eve that the ex i s tence 
of s uch be i ng s  i s  ve r y  l i k e ly . 

Some be l i eve th i s  as s t rongly that they a r e  now engaged i n  a search for 
absol ute p r oo f  o f  i n t e l l igent l i fe e l sewh e r e  by u s i ng the r ad i o  a s t r onomy 
technology and fac i l i t i e s  now ava i lable in the mor e  deve loped coun t r i e s . 
I became ve r y  i n te r e s ted i n  th i s  exc i t i ng search for e x t r a te r r e s t r i a l  i ntel­
l i gence ( S E T I ) ,  r ead seve r a l  book s on the s ub j ec t ,  and s ubsc r i bed to 
an Ame r ican sc i e n t i f i c  j ou r na l  ent i t led " Cosmic Search " wh i ch i s  the f i r s t  
maga z i ne devoted e n t i r e ly to that aspect o f  space r e se a r ch . 

Wh i le I was i mpa t i en t ly wa i t i ng for the del ivery of the f i r s t  i s s ue , 
I had the good for t une to not ice a l e t te r  to the ed i tor of " The Adve r t i se r " 
wr i t ten by Mr . John P r y t z  of Canbe r r a , po i n t i ng out why i t  would be an excel­
l e n t  idea for Aus t r a l i an r ad io a s tr onome r s  to j o i n  w i th c u r r en t  Amer ican , 
Canad i a n  and Rus s i an SET! prog r amme s by s ta r t i ng our own proj ec t . I immed i a­
t e l y  wrote to Mr . Pryt z , te l l i ng h i m  of my i n te r e s t  and offe r i ng my ass i s tance , 
i f  he l p  f r om a non-sc i e n t i s t  could be of any use i n  h i s  cama i gn . 
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Al though Mr . Prytz i s  a g r aduate of the State U n ive r s i ty of New Yor k  i n  
Ea r th and Space sc i ence s , he wa s very pleased t o  ge t my l e t te r  and gave me 
plenty of e ncou r agement and i ns tr uc t ions on how to become i nvolved in the 
que s t  for Aus tr a l i a n  SET! through letter wr i t ing to pol i t ic i ans , sc i ent i f ic 
bod i e s , the med i a  and col lec t i ng s i gnatur es for a pe t i t ion to Senator We bster 
( M i n i s te r  for Sc i ence and the Env i r onment )  . 

Of cour s e , r ad i o  a s tronomy may not be the only or be s t  me thod of search i ng 
for ETI ' s , but un for tuna tely , search i ng for evi dence of th i s  ex i s tence here on 
Ea r th v i a  the detect ion of ar t i fac ts or ETI ' s  i n  per son has been so d i sc r ed i ted 
by much sensa t i ona l i sm and fal sehood , that the gove r nmen t  almos t cer tai nly 
would not lend i ts s uppor t to any other search other than tha t w i th the use of 
r.ad iotele scope s . I t  look s as i f  SET! i n  our home env i r onme nt w i l l  be l e f t  to the 
ded ica ted ama teur s un les s someone come s w i th that e s s ential absol ute proof of 
pa s t  or p r e s e n t  v i s i t  that cannot be r e fu ted . Sea r c h i ng for a r t i f ic i a l  r ad i o  
s i g n a l s  f r om space i s  a me thod of SET! wh ich c a n  b e  done w i th cur r ent technology . 
Rad ioas tronomy has deve loped r ap i d ly s i nce Wor ld War I I  and a g r e a t  deal i s  
be i ng lear n t  a bout the U n i ve r se because o f  i t .  Encour agemen t  o f  any form of 
r ad i ophys ical r e search w i l l  lead to a g re ate r unde r s tand i ng of the cosmos and 
our s i g n i f icance in i t ,  even if SET! is not s ucce s s f u l . 

Pr ior to the 1 9 6 0 ' s , any d i sc u s s ion of the ex i s tence of ETI ' s  wa s r id i c u led , 
and only sc i ence f ic t ion w r i te r s  dared specula te , a t  least i n  pr i n t , on the 
top i c  of a l i e n  i nte l l i gence . I n  1 9 5 9 , the f i r s t sc i e n t i f i c SET! pape r was pub­
l i shed in the p r e s t ig ious Br i t i sh j ournal of sc i ence "Nat ur e "  ( 1 9 th Sept . 1 9 5 9 )  
e n t i tled " Search i ng for I n t e r s te l lar Commun icat ions " and has s i nce become c la s s ic . 
The a u thor s wer e Dr s .  G i useppe Coccon i and Ph i l l ip Mor r i s9n , and they put for ­
war d  i de� o n  how t o  de tec t a l i e n  i n t e l l i g enc e s , our equa ls o r  be tter technolo­
g i ca l ly . The ba s ic me thodo logy propos ed wa s to search for a r t i f ic i al  rad io 
wave s r ippl i ng out f r om an a l i en wor ld , i n tent iona l ly or not , much l i ke our own 
r ad i o I TV/ r adar wave s a r e  enve lop i ng an ever g r ea ter vol ume of the Mi l ky  Way 
Ga l axy ' s  i n te r s te l l a r  r eg ions w i th each pas s i ng year . I t  i s  only s i nce 1 9 5 9  
t h a t  man k i nd h a s  deve loped the capab i l i ty w i th equ ipment { r ad iotelescope s )  sens i­
t i ve enough to p i c k  up th i s  type of r ad io tr ansmi s s ion .  Ther e for e it  i s  the 
f i r s t  t ime we have had the oppor tun i ty to answe r the que s t ion of our alonene s s  
u s i ng s c i en t i f ic me thod s , r a ther than j us t  wond er i ng , i n  the whole o f  mank i nd 
h i s tory . 

The advan tage of th i s  search s t r a tegy i s  that we do not have to wa i t  unt i l  
the ETI ' s  o r  we can bu i ld i n te r s te l lar spacesh ips to tr ave l through space phys i­
c a l ly to f i nd each o the r . We can s earch r i ght now f r om the  Ear th ! Rad io wave s 
t r avel a t  the speed of l ig h t  ( 1 8 6 , 0 0 0  m . p .  sec ) and a r e  the ideal med i um 
for s end i ng the max imum amount of i n forma t ion in the faste s t  pos s i ble t i me a t  

the cheape s t  pos s i ble cos t , and w i th the min imum amount of na tural i n ter fer e nce 
and absob t i on . The r e  may be some be t ter type of r ad i a t ion we have yet to d i s­
cove r , but we may as we l l  look for what we can de tec t un t i l  tha t time . An ar t i ­
f i c i a l  r ad io s ignal w i l l  s ta nd out amongs a l l  the na tural i n te r s tellar r ad io 
hi s s , and i ts d e tec t i on by u s  would ach i eve much j us t  by g iv i ng proof of i ntel­

ligence e l s ewh e r e .  Of cour se , to unde r s tand any me s s ages would be much harder , 
but our sc i e n t i s ts have wor k ed out a " dot-dash-dot " i n  the form of a p ic ture 
made up of da r k  patches and blank wh ich they hope could convey some th i ng about 
us and could be dec iphered at the r ece i v i ng end , so they are hop i ng that any 
be i ng s  tr y i ng to commun icate w i th u s  would send a s imi lar ly eas i ly decodable 
me s sage . 
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Bear i ng tha t in m i nd , every ma j or search from the f i r s t  a t tempt , ( Pr o j ec t  
Ozma ) at  Gr eenbank Rad io-observator y , We s t  Vi r g i n i a , i n  1 9 6 0  un t i l  now h a s  
be en l i s te n i ng for t h a t  ar t i f i c i a l  a n d  i n te l l igent " dot-da sh-dot " f r om somewhe r e  
out th e r e . The r e  have been some exc i t i ng and emba r a s s i ng f a l s e  alarms ( e . g .  
d i scove r y  of pulsar s )  i n  the twen ty yea r s  of search i ng , but we a re  s t i l l wa i t i ng 
for the g r e a t  occa s i on . The neg a t i ve r e s u l t s  should not ma ke people g ive up , 
because we mus t  remembe r that w i th l O O  thousand m i l l ion s ta r s  i n  our galaxy 
a lone , we would have to search 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  s t a r s  to have a s ta t i s t ica l ly r e a sonable 
ch ance of succe s s , and l e s s  than 1 %  of l i k e ly ta rge t s tar s have been searched . 

Ta r g e t  s ta r s  a r e  chosen a s s um i ng tha t Ear th- l i k e cond i t ions a r e  necessary 
for the evol u t i on of i n t e l l i g e n t  l i fe ,  a nd k nowledge of the evol u tion , s i ze ,  
tempe r a t u r e  and g r o up i ng ( s i ng l e  or b i na r y  e tc . ) of s t a r s  g a i ned thr ough opt ical 
and radio a s tronomy te l l s  us wh ich s tar s a re  s un- l i ke and mos t  l i kely to have 
Ea r t h- l i k e plane ts or b i t i ng them . I f  l i fe can a r i se w i thou t ear th- l i k e cond i t i ­
ons , that inc r e a s e s  our chances o f  succe s s ! I t  i s  now be l i eved that plane tary 
fo rmat ion is common r e s u l t  of s tar forma t ion , but unfor tunately , the equ ipmen t  
se ns i t ive enoug h t o  d e t e c t  a planet or b i t i ng another star has n o t  yet been deve­
loped . I t  i s  thoug h t  that s uch equ ipme n t  i s  l i k e ly to become ava i lable to u s  
i n  the n e x t  decade or so . Other a s tronomical r e search h a s  led to the d i scove r y  
of molecule s e x i s t i ng i n  i n te r s te l la r  space r a ng i ng f r om hydrogen t o  e thyl a lcohol , 
and also that the e lements e s sent i a l  for l i fe on Ear th a r e  the mos t  abundant 
el eme n t s  thr oughout obse rvable un i ve r se . Re search i n to the or i g i n  of  l i fe has 
shown tha t the bu i ld i ng bloc k s  of l i fe ,  orga n i c  molec ules l i ke ami no ac i d s , can 
be c r e a ted f r om wa ter vapour mi xed w i th hyd rogen , ammon i a  a nd me thane . Th i s  was 
done expe r imentally by a s tudent of Ha r old U rey ' s in 1 9 5 2- 3 . We do not under s t and 
how l i v i ng th i ng s  would evolve out of th i s  pr imeval soup , but i t  seems pos s i ble 
tha t l i fe w i l l evolve anywhere that these cond i t ions a r e  found on a plane t . It 
has been calcula ted that for a r e la t ively smal l  prote i n  molecule w i th 100 ami no 
ac id r e s i d ue s  to form by chance a lone wou ld r equ i r e  10 1 3 0  tr i a l  assembl i e s , 
me a n i ng tha t the pr obab i l i ty of h i tt i ng upon the cor r ec t  one i s  i n f i n i te s ima l ly 
sma l l . Howeve r , we do ex i s t ,  why not someone e lsewhe re  ? I f  we evolved despi te 
impos s i b le odd s , maybe chance i s  not the onl y  fac tor i nvolved . Beca use of  the 
d i f f i c u l ty in dec i d i ng whe re to look , what fr equency to l i s te n a t , and wha t sor t 
of s i gnal to expec t ,  the search for ETI ' s  may take gener a t ions . Howeve r ,  the 
ph i losoph i ca l , sc i e n t i f i c  and r e l i g ious s i gn i f icance of g e t t i ng an answe r to the 
que s t i on of the ex i s tence of other i n t e l l igent l i fe ma ke s  i t  mor e  e s sent i a l  to 
beg i n  S E T I now . Many of the e xpe r t s  be l i eve a pos i t ive answe r w i l l  be found 
d ur i ng the l i fe t i me s of mos t  of u s . To par aph r a s e  Pr ofe s sor ear l Sagan of Cor ­
ne l l  Un i ve r s i ty ( a u thor of " Cosmic Connec t i on , Dr agons of Eden , and des i gner o f  
t h e  communicat ive plaques o n  spacec r a f t  Pi oneer 10 and 1 1 )  a l l  ear l i er gene r a t i ons 
have wondered and neve r  found out , a l l  later gener a t ions have found out and never 
wonde r ed . The r e  is only th i s  one cur r en t  gene r a t i on in the whole h i s tory of man­
k i nd who will do both . 

The wave leng h t  con s ide r ed by Ear th sc i e n t i s t  to be the mos t  log ica l for i n t e r ­
s te l lar r ad io commun icat ions i s  t h a t  be twee n t h e  natur a l  em i s s ion l i nes of hyd ro­
g e n  ( H )  2 lcm , and the hydrogen r ad ic a l  ( OH )  18cm , wh ich toge ther form water ( H2 0 ) . 
Be cause wa ter i s  thoug ht to be nece s s a r y  for a l l  l i fe ,  th i s  r eg ion has been roman­
t i c a l ly named " The Wa ter hole " - a u n i ve r sal  mee t i ng place for be i ng s  of a l l k i nds . 

H o w e v e r , a l i e n s  m a y  n o t  t h i n k  l i k e t h a t , s o  f a i l u r e  t o  d e t e c t  
s i g n a l s  a t  t h e s e  w a v e l e n g h t s  d o e s n o t  m e a n  t h a t t h e r e  a r e  n o  E T I 
s i g n a l s . 
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Some of the othe r pr oblems fac i ng S E T I a r e ; r ad io be i ng a long 
way out of date , a lack of des i r e  by the ETI ' s  to cornrnunica te , ever ybody l i s te­
n i ng and no one s e nd i ng ; but it would be s i lly to let such th i ngs s top us 
f r om t r y i ng . It is natur a l  for us to w i sh to f i nd other s ta r folk , because 
we are made o f  s ta r  d us t , and we a r e  pa r t  of the unive r se . All the a toms that 
are i n  us wer e  once cooked up in the nuclear fur naces i n  the i nter ior of s ta r s 
that l a t e r  e xploded to scatter the i r  e lements thr ough i n te r s te l lar space . Our 
own solar sys tem was formed f r om the gas and dust c loud s . No ma t ter how d i f­
f e r ent the ETI ' s  may be from u s , they , too , a r e  made of s tar dust , and the i r  
a toms would b e  the s ame a s  our s ,  b u t  i n  d i fferent comb i nat ions . Some people 

1 1 T h e  un i verse i s  p u t  toget her i n  s u c h  a way 
a s  to p ermi t ,  i f  n o t  g ua ra n tee , the  o r i g i n  
o f  l i fe a n d  the deve l o pmen t  o f  comp l ex 
c re a t u res . 
T h e re a re 250 b i l l i o n s un s  i n  o u r  M i l ky Way 
g a l a xy , a n d  b i l l i o n s  of other ga l a x i es i n  
t h e  h e a v en s . Perha p s  h a l f of t h e s e  s ta r s 
h a v e  p l a n ets a t  b i o l o g i c a l l y  a p pro p ri a te 
d i s ta n c e s  from t h e  l o c a l  s un . The i n i t i a l 
c h emi c a l  con s t i tuen s fo r the o r i g i n of l i fe 
a re t h e  mo s t  a bunda n t  mo l ec u l es i n  the  
u n i vers e .  Some t h i n g  l i ke the  p roces s e s  t h a t  
o n  Ea r t h  l ed t o  ma n m u s t  h a v e  happened 
b i l l i o n s  o f  o t her t i mes i n  the  h i s to ry of 
our g a l a xy .  

T h e r e m u s t  b e  o t h e r  s t a r f o l k 1 1 •  

P R O F E S S O R  C A R L  S A G A N  
UNIVERS I TY .  

OF CORNELL 

a r e  aga i n s t  SET! because they fear i nvas ion from outer space and the destr uct­
ion o f  man k i nd - they mus t  have s een to many hor ror mov i e s ! Also some fear 
the c u l tur a l  shoc k wh ich would r e s u l t  from contac t w i th s upe r ior be i ng s . They 
a r e  for ge t t i ng that change doe s not have to be a l l  bad , and anyway some of our 
c u l t u r e  we could per haps be be tter w i thout ! Cons ide r i ng the problem w i l l  a t  
lea s t  he lp u s  cope w i th i t  be t te r  and when the t i me comes , communicat ion w i th 
ETI ' s  could lead to a h uge advance i n  k nowledge j us t  as the g r eat sea voyage s  
o f  Mage l lan a nd Columbus l e a d  t o  an expans ion of knowledge a f te r  t h e  1 6 th 
centur y .  

Austr a l i a  would b e  the f i r s t  coun try to r ece ive a n  i nter s te l lar me ssage , 
because we a r e  i n  the Southe r n  Hemi sphe r e , and no other Southe r n  Hemi sphe r e  
coun t r y  h a s  the technology t o  j o i n  i n  - a l l  countr i e s  presently search i ng a r e  
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in the Nor the r n  Hemi spher e .  We a l r e ady have the fac i l i t i e s  ( Par ke s  Rad io 
Te le scope ) and sc i e n t i s t s  i n  C S I RO who w i sh to beg i n  SET! prog r amme , bu t i t  
has not gone ahead because the Fede r a l  Gove r nmen t  has cut funds to the C S I RO 
d i v i s ion of r ad i ophys i c s . John P r y t z  and I have been wor k i ng hard to try to 
conv i nce our pol i t i c i a n s  that not only i s  th i s  form of space r esearch of bene­
f i t  to Aus t r a l i a , i t  is e s s en t i a l . We may not be able to a f ford space pr obe s 
to other plane t s , but we can contr i bute g r eatly through a s tr onomy . Some 
people a r e  aga i n s t  space explor a t i on because of i ts cos t , and fear that techno­
logy w i l l  d e s t r oy our c i v i l i z a t ion . Technology i s  not good or bad i n  i ts e l f , 
i t  i s  only the way i n  wh ich i t  i s  u sed wh ich determ i ne s  how i t  w i l l  a f fect us . 
Although the k nowl edge and techn iques deve loped from space r e search could 
d e s t r oy us if u sed wr ong ly , col lapse of  our c iv i l i zat ion i s  i nevi table i f  we 
do NOT go ahead and tap the r e sources of space . We would then r e tur n to the 
law of j ungle bec a u se of fa i l u r e  to s uppor t the demands of  wor lds mas s ive 
popula t i on . De tec t i on of ETI ' s  would he lp by prov i ng to us that technology 
can be s u r v ived and lead to r e t u r n  to the s tar s ,  and not to the j ungle . F i na l ly , 
the cosmi c  pe r spec t i ve i t  would g i ve u s , may br i ng the matur i ty we so badly 
need to dea l w i th the pr oblems fac i ng the wor ld today . 

For those people who would l i k e some bac kgr ound sc i en t i f i c  k nowledge on 
the subj ec t of SET! , A s t r onomy , Cosmology and Space Research , I have made 
up a l i s t  of book s wh i ch can be r ead , u nde r s tood and e n j oyed by non - sc i e n t i s t s , 
l i k e  me , w i thou t ma thema t ic a l  k nowledge . 

M a n y  t h a n k s  t o  M r . J o h n P r y t z  f o r  h i s  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  u s e  o f  
a r t i c l e  " T h e  S e a r c h  o f  a S u b j e c t "  - A n  A u s t r a l i a n S E T !  p r o g r a m m e , 
a n d " T h e  Q u e s t  f o r  a n  A l i e n I n t e l l i g e n c e " .  

RECOMMENDED READ I NG : 

S . E . T . I .  I C . E . T . I .  ( CETI i s  commun i c a t i on w i th ET! not search for ET! ) 

I n t e l l igent L i fe i n  the Un i ve r s e 

Commun i c a t ion w i th 
Extrater r e s t r i a l  I n te l l igence 

The Cosmic Connec t i on 

Me s sage s f r om the S tar s 

The Ga lac t i c C l ub 

Man and the Sta r s  

Cosmic Sea r c h  

Road t o  t h e  Star s 

SET! pub l i c d t ions 

C .  Sagan Publ i shed f i r s t 1 9 6 6  
Pi cador ed i t ion 1 9 7 7  

C .  Sagan MIT Pr e s s  Cambr idge Ma s s . 1 9 7 3 * 

C .  Sagan Corone t 1 9 7 5  

I .  Ridpath- Fon tana 1 9 7 8  

R . N .  Br acewel l  - W . H .  Froman 19 7 5 *  

Duncan Lunan - Corg i  1 9 7 8  
F i r s t  publ i shed 1 9 7 4  

Rober t  s .  D i xon ( b i -monthly sc i e n t i f ic 
j ournal from Oh io ) * 

la i n  Nichol son - Ca s s e l l  1 9 7 8  

NASA* 

( * Only ava i lable by s ubsc r ipt ion or i n  l i br a r i e s ) 
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PUBLI CATIONS REVI EW 

The "New Ze a land UFO S tud i es Centr e "  wh ich i s  a d i v i s ion of Ea r th 
Colon i s at ion Re search As soc i a t ion publ i shed i t s four th spec ia l is sue 
publ i c a t ion i n  Septembe r 1 9 7 9 . 

Th i s  i s s ue i s  devo ted to the " Ka i kou r a  UFO Con trove r sy "  and cove r s  event s 
wh ich occ ur r ed i n  New Zealand i n  December 1 9 7 8 . I t  i s  i ntended to set the 
r ecord s t r a ight on the fac t s  of the now famous s i g ht i ng s  and f i lm taken of 
the coa s t  of tha t coun t r y .  

Con t r i bu t i ng to the 2 4  page offset pr �ted doc umen t  a r e  Dr . J . F .  DeBoc k , 
D i r ec tor of N U S C , Dr . B . S .  Macc abee , of MUFON and Dr . Wood , Pre s ident NUSC . 
Pr iced at N Z  $ 2 . 5 0 { i nc l udes s ur face pos tage ) the document i s  ava i lable from 
NeW Zealand UFO Stud i e s  Centr e , 5 3  Jubi lee Road , Khandal lah , New Zealand. 

H i g h l y r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  t h o s e  w i s h i n g m o r e  o f  t h e  i n s i d e  s t o r y  
o n  t h e  N Z  e v e n t s . 

The 1 9 7 9  MUFON UFO Sympos i um Proceed i ngs are now ava i l able from MUFON , 
1 0 3  Old towne Road , Segu i n ,  Te xas 7 8 1 5 5  USA , for US $ 9 . 0 0 

The 2 2 6  page vol ume conta i n s  e leven pape r s  pr e sented a t  the tenth annual 
UFO Sympos i um held on July 7 and 8 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  in Cal i for n i a . 

Ti tles . of some of the e leven i n ter e s t i ng pape r s  are as fol lows : 

" I n forma t ion Re tr ieval s :  a Ca se for UFO Cove r - up "  by Wi l l i am H . Spa uld i ng , 
"A r eview of se lec ted s i gh t i ng s  from a i r c r a f t  - 1 9 7 3  to 1 9 7 8 " by Richard 
F .  Ha i ne s , Phd , 
" The Leg ion of the bew i ldered s i lent and r e lated top i c s " by J . Al len Hyne k 

Mandatory r ead i ng for those who l i k e to keep up w i th cur r ent th i n k i ng and the 
l a t e s t  i n forma t i on . 
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BOOK REVI EW By Jane L .  Brooks 

MURMURS OF THE EARTH - The Voyage r I n ter s te l lar Record 

By Ca r l  Sagan , F . D .  Drake , Ann Dr uyan , Timothy Fe r r i s , Jon Lombe rg , Li nda Sagan . 

{ C )  1 9 7 8  Hodder and Stough ton . I SBN 0 3 4 0 2 4 4 2 3 2 $ 2 3 . 9 5 

Th i s  be a u t i ful book i s  ded icated " To The Mak e r s  Of Mus ic , All Wor lds , 
A l l  Time s " .  I t  i s  an accoun t  of the phonog r aph r ecord f i xed to the exter ior s 
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of the NASA spacec r a f t  Voyage r  1 and 2 ,  wr i tten by those people r espons i ble 
for the selec t i on o f  the p i c t ur e s , sound s , me s sages and mus ic wh i ch have been 
r ecor ded . 

Be ca use of the i r  pl anned t r a j ec tor i e s , the two Voyage r s  w i l l  t r avel out 
of our Solar Sys tem i n to i n te r s te l l a r  space a f t e r  comple t i ng the i r  m i s s i ons 
of explor at i on of the outer plane t s , and pr oba bly w i l l  s t i l l  be i n tact 
mi l l i ons of yea r s  i n to the future . The r e  is r emote chance that the spacec r a f t 
may be found by a space far i ng extrater r e s t r i al c i v i l i z a t i on , a nd the record 
has been d e s i g ned to convey to i t s f i nd e r s  wha t we human a nd our home plane t 
and Solar Sys tem were l i ke when the spac ec r a f t  was launched . Even though i t  
may no t be unde r s tood , our goodw i l l and g r ee t i ng s  to the other i nhabi tants of 
the Un ive r se are expr es sed . The r ecord a l so has a me s sage to our s e lves : 
We w i sh to have some th i ng we have c r e a ted s ur v ive i nto the futur e . 
We wi sh the r e  could be l a s t i ng f r i ends h ip and coope r a t i on be tween Ea r th l i ng s . 
We have an urge to explore and make con tac t w i th cosmos . 

"Murmur s of Th e Ea r th "  i s  an i n sp i r i ng and mov i ng book ; one th a t  would be 
a wor thwh i l e add i t i on to any home col lect i on or l i br a r y . Unfor tuna tely , i t  
doe s not con ta i n  re cent photog r aph s o f  Jup i te r  and i t s moons , because i t  was 
pub l i shed befo r e  th ese wer e  ava i l able . However , wha t it doe s conta i n  i s  
some t h i ng the Wor ld could d o  w i th a lot mor e  r i g ht now ; goodw i l l and the hope 
tha t there w i l l  be a future for Humank i nd ,  - one i n  wh ich we w i l l  become 
membe r s  of an i n te r s te l la r  commun i ty .  

SPACE TRAVELLERS HANDBOOK 

Golden P r e s s  (C ) 1 9 7 9 . 

Michael F r e eman 

I SBN 0 8 5 5 8 5 1 3 7  $ 12 . 9 5 

Th i s  boo k i s  a mus t  for anyone who i s  i n ter es ted i n  manned spac e f l i ght ! 
I t  i s  wr i tten from the vi ewpo i n t  of peopl e of 2 0 6 1  look i ng bac k on the f i r s t  
Century o f  Space Tr ave l . I t  conta i n s  deta i l s of pa s t ,  present ( to us ) and 
future space c r a f t  and m i s s ions , w i th many clear d i ag r ams , i l l u s t r a t i ons and 
pho tog r aphs , i nc l ud i ng those of Jup i ter and i ts moons ta ken by Voyager 1 and 2 .  

The book a l so i nc l udes the answe r s  to those awkward que s t i ons  tha t a re 
u s u a l ly pa s sed ove r conce r n i ng norma l bod i ly func t i ons . The imp r e s s ion that 
space tr avel w i l l  be eventually w i th i n  the re ach of ord i na r y  people i n  good 
hea l th i s  g i ven to r e ader , and tha t a l though some of the mys te ry  i s  taken 
out of i t ,  gr e a t  adventure awa i t s in a future of space explor a t ion . 

PUBL I CAT I ONS  

"A So urce ca ta l ogue of Aus tra l a s i an UFO and rel ated reports " .  A 53  page 
offset prin ted catal ogue providi ng  bri ef s umma ri es of 350 c l ose  encounter cases . 
Pr i ce Aus t .  $ 4 . 50 i n cl udes s urfa ce pos tage . 

" Ba s i c  i vest i gato r ' s  g u i de " . An i n va l uab l e 69 page offs et and  photocop i ed 
g u i de i n  tec hn i q ues of  i n vest i gati ng U FOs . Prov i des ba s i c  hi nts  on a stronomy ,  
meteo ro l ogy etc . Append i ces  i n cl ude  samp l e spec i a l i s t repo rt fo rms . 
Ava i l a b l e o n l y  to UFO Research  orga n i sat i ons . Pr i ce  A$ 4 . 00 i n c l udes s urfa ce 
po s tage . 
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PUBL I CAT I ONS 

The fo l l owi ng  i tems have run out  of  pr i nt . However photocop i es can be 
ma de a va i l a b l e at cost  pr i ce of copy i ng  pl us  postage . 

1 1An Austra l i an cata l ogue of C l ose  Encounter type three reports 1 1 • 

A col l ec t i on and  ana l ys i s of 36 C E 3  reports . 49 pages . Dup l i ca ted 
pr i ce $ 5 . 50 i nc l udes s urface po stage . 

1 1 S u  l emen ts 1 - 1 1  to  1 1 An Austra l i a n cata l o ue of C l ose Encounter 
type three reports " . 34 pages . Dup l i ca ted pri ce 4 . 00 i ncl udes 
s urface  po s tage . 

Aus tral i an Ent i ty Study Group "Case  Documents 1 1 • So fa r n i ne documents 
have been pub l i s hed . Ea ch  p rov i des deta i l s  of one c l ose  encounter type 
three repo rt , i nc l udes descri p t i on s , some s ketches , ta pe transc ri pts etc . 
To ta l set of  n i n e ,  64 pages dup l i cated and pr i nted . P r i ce $ 7 . 50 i c l udes 
s u rface  po stage . 

1 1A Ca ta l ogue of repo rted C l ose  Enco unters - So uth  Au stra l i a  .. . Current 
to Ma rch 1978 . Conta i n s  bri ef descri pt i on and sources for 54 repo rted 
C l o se  Encounters wi th i n S . A .  and N . T .  P l us  1 1 P hys i ca l  Trace Cases  -
So uth  Aus tra l i a . . .  A l i s t i ng  current to Februa ry 1978 . Tota l 18 pages . 
P r i ce A $ 2 . 00 i n cl udes surface po s tage . 

The a bove pub l i ca t i on s  may be orde red from 3 Park  La ke Dri ve , Wynn Va l e ,  
South  Austra l i a  5127 . P l ea s e  ma ke c heq ues , money orders etc . paya bl e to 
' Ke i th Ba s terfi e l d '  a s  the o rgan i sa t i on  does not run a separate ba n k  accoun t .  
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